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Pastor John E. Dubler

go about their daily work on Decembef™§ust to show
the date. They regarded Decembet@bewholly

entire matter of Christmas date setting as superstitious.
But what one generation shuns the next wiktate and
the third will embrace. And so we, evangelical spiritual

highly unlikely that the Lord was born on December 25,
nonetheless look for the good whitme has conferred
upon the day, ahas one commentator has said, we are
wi | | i n g itstsuperdtiters wéehe $uperstitiails.

A Fair Puritan by Percy
Moran 1862-1935. What are we observing at Christmas?

It would be interesting to ask that question of any of our children and see what they say.
APresents! ondme Mmighth ©édyJesus, o0 a more

reply.

But today I 6m suggesting to you a deeper

Jesus to the virgin Mary, but the very incarnation of the Son of @#tht happened on
earth when Jesus was born, regardless of the actual date, is so monumental, yet
sometimes difficult to grasp and often lost in the tinsel and treasures of the day.

Where did Jesus come from?

Did He come from Nazareth? No. He grew up in
Nazareth in the carpestshop in which his father
Joseph worked to provide a living felimself andHis i
mother andHis brothers James and Joseph and Simo e
and Judas, andis sisters, whom the Bible does not ®
name? Joseph had a family of at least seven children
feed in addibn to Mary and himself.

Did He come from Bethlehem? No. He was born in
Bethlehem, because in the days of Caesar Augustus
everyone in Israel was required to return to his home

town and pay a tax. Joseph was of the house and lin: Nazareth today: the
of King David, andhus was required to go from Churchof the Annunciation

! Albert Barnes (1794.870) weltknown American theologian and writer of Bible commentary.
Matthew 13:5% 8 | i sts Jesus6 brothers by name.
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Our Puritan ancestors were so thoroughly in disagreement
with the observance of Christmas that they would regularly

their completecontempt for any spirituality associated with

unli kely as the date of ou
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Savi

spir

cau



Nazareth in Galilee to Davidos homet own
for the taxation, and while they were there Mary gave birth to a son, Jesus, though she
had never been intimate with any man.

Where then didHe come from?

Mi cah prophesies that the Savior was from

But as for you, Bethlehem Ephrathah,
Too little to be among the clans of Judah,
From you One will go forth for Me to be ruler in Israel.
His goings forth are from long ago,
From the days of eternity."
Micah 5:2

Thus, we can conclude, if only from the prophet Micah, that Jesus was from heaven.
Agur the son of Jakeh declares in Proverbs 30:4,

Who has ascended into heaven and descended?
Who has gathered the wind in Hists?
Who has wrapped the waters in His garment?
Who has established all the ends of the earth?
What is His name or His son's name?
Surely you know!

Jesus, the Christ, the Anointed, descended from heaven and ascended to heaven and
through Him all that eists was created. Jesus Christ is the Son of God.

A mission to accomplish

When Jesus descended to eat¢ghhad a mission to
accomplish, namely to redeem mankind from the penalty of
sin and deathMan had sinned in the Garden of Eden by

and Eve that a redeemer would come from the seed of the
woman. He would crush the head of the serpent, but the
serpent would wounHiim on the heef.Thousands of years
passed until the fulfillment of the promisBut . . .

God is not a man, that He should lie,
Nor a son of man, that He should repent;
Has He said, and will He not do it?
Or has He spoken, and will He not make it good?
Numbers 23:19

3 Scripture references are to the New American Standard Updated version unless otherwise noted.
* Genesis 3:15

rebelingagai st Goddés one command.
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Incarnationd required of the Lord to accomplish the mission.

The ncarnation of our Lord Jesus Christ from any perspective is a supreme mystery,
fully understood only by God. The choice of words to describe what happened at
Bethlehem some 2,000 years ago is importdneé s u s Was touly artintarnation, that
is to |y, the Son ofGodtookthe form of man with a human baodyomplete with all the
frailty of flesh It wasnot ametamorphosigvhereGodceasedo be God anthecamea
man . mitaelas preve thatle had not lost any dfis power as God.

From the very moment of His conception in the washthevirgin Mary, Jesus was both
God and man.

Not a man who became God

The Bible is replete with testimony of the fact that Jesus was not a man who lived such a
righteous and holy life thddlegr aduat ed from Hi s earthly stat
God. o The evidence of scripture merits our

Matthew1:20-21. fiBut when hdJosephhad considered thigquietly
divorcing Mary]behold, an angel of the Lord appeared ta i a

dream, saying, "Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary as
your wife; for the Child who has been conceived in her is of the Holy
Spirit. She will bear a Son; and you shall call His name Jesus, for He
will save His people from their sinso

Jesus was not conceived of any earthly seed. He was of the seed of woman but not of
man. His conception and taking on of a human body was by the Holy Spirit. This is
unlike anyone else who has ever lived.

Luke Irhedmel answéred and saidlioe The Hdly Spirit will
come upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you;
and for that reason the holy Child shall be called the Son oBGind.

Jesus was not only conceived by the Holy Spirit, but He Himself is the Son of God.
Propeny understood this means that Jesus is Himself God, as God is one, manifestly
declared in three persons: God the Father, God the Son and God the Holy Spirit. Not 1 +
1+1=3,butlx1x1=1.

John 1:1fin the beginning was the Word, and the Word was
with God, and the Word was Gad.

T h e n Wamoddsdhe ferm God uses to describe Himself. Before

the beginning began there was khgos Logos is a good term for

God. Its meaning is somewhat obscure to us, but whatever it means it

does noteameanedcor created being. G




existent and uncreated. He existed before any material or created thing, as we read in
Hebrews 1: 12:

filn the past God spoke to our forefathers through the prophetsigt ma
times and in various waybut in these last days he has spoken to us by
his Son, whom he appointed heir of all things, and through whom he
made the universe.

The Logos became flesh and lived with us here on earth.

John 1: 14 is completely clear once we understand that the Word [Logos] is speaking of
God Himself.

The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. We have
seen his glory, the glory of the One and Only, who came from the
Father, full of grace antuth?>

A human body, complete with human frailty, yet without sin.

Jesuswas truly humamnd completely Goffom the moment oflis conception untiHe

rose from the dead with His glorified and resurrected body, a body that we shall also have
when we rig from the dead.Colossians2:@ | ear | y [porioHir &l thens ,
fullness of Deity dwells in bodily form o

With this body came all human frailty, yet without sin. Wikafasted 40 dayble got
hungry. When He was tempted by the deii felt thepower of the temptation but did
not submit to the power, rather choosing to rely on the Word of @tten H was
exhaustedHe fell asleep even in théback of astormtossedboat That is true
exhaustion.When LazarusHis best friend died;le wept. Wien the Roman soldiers
blindfoldedHim and struckHim in the face fullforced He suffered intense pain. When
they jammed a crowaf long spiked thorns into His head, He bled. When He was
dehydrated and dying on the crossddéfered intense, excruciating thirslis tongue
cleaving toHis jaws (as prophesied in Psalm 22Vhen He felt abandoned by God He
cried out in agony. He suffered through birth, humiliation, betrayal and death. These
thingsHe experienced in the sarheman body that you and | have.

He was also tempted in al/l respe ¢tebsews But
4:15tells us that He was tempted in all ways we are but did not sin.

For we do not have a high priest who cannot sympathizeouith
weaknesses, but One who has been tempted in all @ngs are, yet
without sin. Therefore let us draw near with confidence to the throne

®Hebrews 1: 2. Here | use the New International Version as it makes it completely clede st
created everything in the universe and not just our world (NASB).
®psalm 22: 15

4



of grace, so that we may receive mercy and find grace to help in time of
need. Helrews4:1516

We are sinfiy butHe was not.
The bird story

As a boy | remember hearing Paul Harvey tell the now famous story which he called
AThe Man aad the Birds

The Man and the Birds by Paul Harvey

The man to whom I'm going to introduce you

was not a scrooge, he was a kind decent,

mostly good manGenerous to his family,

upright in his dealings with other meBut

he just didn't believe all that incarnation stuff

which the churches proclaim at Chnits

time. It just didn't make sense and he was too
honest to pretend otherwiskle just couldd@ swallow the Jesus Story,
about G®d coming to Earth as a man.

fAlém truly sorry to distress yoahe told his wifefibut I'm not going

with you to church thi€hristmas Evé. He said he'd feel like a
hypocrite. That héd much rather just stay at home, but that he would
wait up for them.And so he stayed and they went to the midnight
service.

Shortly after the family drove away in the car, snow began to Hl.
went to the window to watch the flurries getting heavier and heavier
and then went back to his fireside chair and began to read his
newspaperMinutes later he was startled by a thudding saund

Then another, and then anoth&ort of a thump or a thud . At first

he thought someone must be throwing snowballs against his living
room window. But when he went to the front door to investigate he
found a flock of birds huddled miserably in the snovneyd been
caught in the storm and, in a desperate searcthfdter, had tried to
fly through his large landscape window.

Well, he couldn't let the poor creatures lie there and freeze, so he
remembered the barn where his children stabled their pbimgt

would provide a warm shelter, if he could direct the ialit. Quickly

he put on a coat, galoshes, tramped through the deepening snow to the
barn. He opened the doors wide and turned on a light, but the birds did



