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The Importance of the Incarnation 

Pastor John E. Dubler 
 

Our Puritan ancestors were so thoroughly in disagreement 

with the observance of Christmas that they would regularly 

go about their daily work on December 25
th
, just to show 

their complete contempt for any spirituality associated with 

the date.  They regarded December 25 to be wholly 

unlikely as the date of our Saviorôs birth, viewing the 

entire matter of Christmas date setting as superstitious.  

But what one generation shuns the next will tolerate and 

the third will embrace.  And so we, evangelical spiritual 

descendents of the Puritans, and those who also consider it 

highly unlikely that the Lord was born on December 25, 

nonetheless look for the good which time has conferred 

upon the day, and as one commentator has said, we are 

willing to leave ñits superstitions to the superstitious.ò
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What are we observing at Christmas? 

 

It would be interesting to ask that question of any of our children and see what they say.  

ñPresents!ò one might say.  ñThe birth of Jesus,ò a more spiritually minded child might 

reply.   

 

But today Iôm suggesting to you a deeper cause for the celebration.  Not just the birth of 

Jesus to the virgin Mary, but the very incarnation of the Son of God.  What happened on 

earth when Jesus was born, regardless of the actual date, is so monumental, yet 

sometimes difficult to grasp and often lost in the tinsel and treasures of the day. 

 

Where did Jesus come from? 

 

Did He come from Nazareth?  No.  He grew up in 

Nazareth in the carpenter shop in which his father 

Joseph worked to provide a living for Himself and His 

mother and His brothers James and Joseph and Simon 

and Judas, and His sisters, whom the Bible does not 

name.
2
  Joseph had a family of at least seven children to 

feed in addition to Mary and himself. 

 

Did He come from Bethlehem?  No.  He was born in 

Bethlehem, because in the days of Caesar Augustus, 

everyone in Israel was required to return to his home 

town and pay a tax.  Joseph was of the house and lineage 

of King David, and thus was required to go from 
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Nazareth in Galilee to Davidôs hometown of Bethlehem.  Mary and Joseph went together 

for the taxation, and while they were there Mary gave birth to a son, Jesus, though she 

had never been intimate with any man. 

 

Where then did He come from? 

  

Micah prophesies that the Savior was from ñthe days of eternity.ò 

 

But as for you, Bethlehem Ephrathah, 

Too little to be among the clans of Judah, 

From you One will go forth for Me to be ruler in Israel. 

His goings forth are from long ago, 

From the days of eternity." 

Micah 5:2
3
 

 

Thus, we can conclude, if only from the prophet Micah, that Jesus was from heaven.  

Agur the son of Jakeh declares in Proverbs 30:4,  

 

Who has ascended into heaven and descended? 

Who has gathered the wind in His fists? 

Who has wrapped the waters in His garment? 

Who has established all the ends of the earth? 

What is His name or His son's name? 

Surely you know! 

 

Jesus, the Christ, the Anointed, descended from heaven and ascended to heaven and 

through Him all that exists was created.  Jesus Christ is the Son of God.   

 

A mission to accomplish 

 

When Jesus descended to earth He had a mission to 

accomplish, namely to redeem mankind from the penalty of 

sin and death.  Man had sinned in the Garden of Eden by 

rebelling against Godôs one command.  But God told Adam 

and Eve that a redeemer would come from the seed of the 

woman.  He would crush the head of the serpent, but the 

serpent would wound Him on the heel.
4
 Thousands of years 

passed until the fulfillment of the promise.  But . . . 

 

God is not a man, that He should lie, 

Nor a son of man, that He should repent; 

Has He said, and will He not do it? 

Or has He spoken, and will He not make it good? 

Numbers 23:19 
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Incarnationðrequired of the Lord to accomplish the mission. 

 

The incarnation of our Lord Jesus Christ from any perspective is a supreme mystery, 

fully understood only by God.  The choice of words to describe what happened at 

Bethlehem some 2,000 years ago is important.  Jesusô birth was truly an incarnation, that 

is to say, the Son of God took the form of man with a human body, complete with all the 

frailty of flesh.  It was not a metamorphosis where God ceased to be God and became a 

man.  Jesusô miracles prove that He had not lost any of His power as God.  

 

From the very moment of His conception in the womb of the virgin Mary, Jesus was both 

God and man.   

 

Not a man who became God 

 

The Bible is replete with testimony of the fact that Jesus was not a man who lived such a 

righteous and holy life that He graduated from His earthly state to becoming a ñSon of 

God.ò  The evidence of scripture merits our review and a few comments: 

 

Matthew 1:20-21.  ñBut when he [Joseph] had considered this, [quietly 

divorcing Mary] behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a 

dream, saying, "Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary as 

your wife; for the Child who has been conceived in her is of the Holy 

Spirit.  She will bear a Son; and you shall call His name Jesus, for He 

will save His people from their sins.ò 

 

Jesus was not conceived of any earthly seed.  He was of the seed of woman but not of 

man.  His conception and taking on of a human body was by the Holy Spirit.  This is 

unlike anyone else who has ever lived. 

 

Luke 1:35.  ñThe angel answered and said to her, óThe Holy Spirit will 

come upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you; 

and for that reason the holy Child shall be called the Son of God.ôò 

 

Jesus was not only conceived by the Holy Spirit, but He Himself is the Son of God.  

Properly understood this means that Jesus is Himself God, as God is one, manifestly 

declared in three persons:  God the Father, God the Son and God the Holy Spirit.  Not 1 + 

1 + 1 = 3, but 1 x 1 x 1 = 1. 

 

John 1:1 ñIn the beginning was the Word, and the Word was 

with God, and the Word was God.ò 

 

The ñWordò [logos] is the term God uses to describe Himself.  Before 

the beginning began there was the logos.  Logos is a good term for 

God.  Its meaning is somewhat obscure to us, but whatever it means it 

does not mean ñcreatureò or created being.  God is entirely pre-
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existent and uncreated.  He existed before any material or created thing, as we read in 

Hebrews 1: 1-2: 

 

ñIn the past God spoke to our forefathers through the prophets at many 

times and in various ways, but in these last days he has spoken to us by 

his Son, whom he appointed heir of all things, and through whom he 

made the universe.ò 

 

The Logos became flesh and lived with us here on earth. 

 

John 1: 14 is completely clear once we understand that the Word [Logos] is speaking of 

God Himself.   

 

The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. We have 

seen his glory, the glory of the One and Only, who came from the 

Father, full of grace and truth.
5
 

 

A human body, complete with human frailty, yet without sin. 

 

Jesus was truly human and completely God from the moment of His conception until He 

rose from the dead with His glorified and resurrected body, a body that we shall also have 

when we rise from the dead.   Colossians 2:9 clearly proclaims, ñFor in Him all the 

fullness of Deity dwells in bodily form.ò 

 

With this body came all human frailty, yet without sin.  When He fasted 40 days He got 

hungry.  When He was tempted by the devil He felt the power of the temptation but did 

not submit to the power, rather choosing to rely on the Word of God.  When He was 

exhausted He fell asleepðeven in the back of a storm-tossed boat.  That is true 

exhaustion.  When Lazarus, His best friend died, He wept.  When the Roman soldiers 

blindfolded Him and struck Him in the face full-forceðHe suffered intense pain.  When 

they jammed a crown of long spiked thorns into His head, He bled.  When He was 

dehydrated and dying on the cross He suffered intense, excruciating thirst, His tongue 

cleaving to His jaws (as prophesied in Psalm 22).
6
  When He felt abandoned by God He 

cried out in agony.  He suffered through birth, humiliation, betrayal and death.  These 

things He experienced in the same human body that you and I have.   

 

He was also tempted in all respects.  But unlike Adamôs race, Jesus did not sin.  Hebrews 

4:15 tells us that He was tempted in all ways we are but did not sin. 

 

For we do not have a high priest who cannot sympathize with our 

weaknesses, but One who has been tempted in all things as we are, yet  

without sin.  Therefore let us draw near with confidence to the throne 
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of grace, so that we may receive mercy and find grace to help in time of 

need.  Hebrews 4:15-16 

 

We are sinful, but He was not.   

 

The bird story 

 

As a boy I remember hearing Paul Harvey tell the now famous story which he called 

ñThe Man and the Birds.ò   

  The Man and the Birds by Paul Harvey 

 

The man to whom I'm going to introduce you 

was not a scrooge, he was a kind decent, 

mostly good man.  Generous to his family, 

upright in his dealings with other men.  But 

he just didn't believe all that incarnation stuff 

which the churches proclaim at Christmas 

time.  It just didn't make sense and he was too 

honest to pretend otherwise.  He just couldnôt swallow the Jesus Story, 

about God coming to Earth as a man.  

 

ñIôm truly sorry to distress you,ò he told his wife, ñbut I'm not going 

with you to church this Christmas Eve.ò  He said he'd feel like a 

hypocrite.  That heôd much rather just stay at home, but that he would 

wait up for them.  And so he stayed and they went to the midnight 

service.  

 

Shortly after the family drove away in the car, snow began to fall.  He 

went to the window to watch the flurries getting heavier and heavier 

and then went back to his fireside chair and began to read his 

newspaper.  Minutes later he was startled by a thudding sound . . .  

Then another, and then another.  Sort of a thump or a thud . . .  At first 

he thought someone must be throwing snowballs against his living 

room window.  But when he went to the front door to investigate he 

found a flock of birds huddled miserably in the snow.  Theyôd been 

caught in the storm and, in a desperate search for shelter, had tried to 

fly through his large landscape window.  

 

Well, he couldn't let the poor creatures lie there and freeze, so he 

remembered the barn where his children stabled their pony.  That 

would provide a warm shelter, if he could direct the birds to it.  Quickly 

he put on a coat, galoshes, tramped through the deepening snow to the 

barn.  He opened the doors wide and turned on a light, but the birds did 


