Remembering Jesus the Christ at Christmas
Pastor John E. Dubler

Overview: From the beginning of time when Eve hoped
one of her children might be the promised Messiah who

and began fulfilling all the Messianic prophecies
concerning Himself, most people missed what God was

palace gate, hoping for a messiah king, Jesus araivin
back dood in a rude stablélis birth heralded by angels
and lauded by shepherdsit everyone else missed it.
Will we, the champiorChristmas celebrants and gift
shoppers of all time, throw some impressive Christmas
parties and give wonderful gifts and yet miss the
significance of this tira of year, forgetting to invite even
the honoed guest Himself to our festivitiedP. Gustave
Doré,Adam and Eve Expelled from Parad]se

The Fullness of Time

The Apostle Paul writes to the churches at Galatia concerning the advent of the Messiah when he
notes that Jesus came at just the petiie&, when all had been prepared and foretold and
centuries of spade work done by the Holy Spirit.

Galatians 4:1-7

Now | say, as long as the heir is a child, he does not differ at all from a slave
although he is owner of everything, 2 but he is underdjaias and managers

until the date set by the father. 3 So also we, while we were children, were held
in bondage under the elemental things of the wdrBlut when the fullness of

the time came, God sent forth His Son, born of a woman, born under the Law,
5 so that He might redeem those who were under the Law, that we might
receive the adoption as sofsBecause you are sons, God has sent forth the
Spirit of His Son into our hearts, crying, " Abba! Father!" 7 Therefore you are
no longer a slave, but a samd if a son, then an heir through God.

Think of itd the very fullness of all time, the completion of centuries of preparation for the
Messiah to come and redeem all mankind had finally arrived. The weary world was ignorantly
looking the wrong way And what about us? We know the truth of His Advent. We celebrate
Christmas with well, with a lot of gift giving and partying, but without much sense of awe at
what this occasion means.

! Scripture references are to the New American Standard Updated version unless otherwise noted.
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A woman recently became a born again follower of Jesus and begadiradgtour church. She

gave a testimony after churobtlongagss ayi ng, Al 6ve jJust become a
my first Christmas. |l 6m so excited! Before
parties, but now | know the truth. Chrisnas i s all about Jesus. 0 Sh

Shop until you drop Black Friday, the day aft@ianksgiving

is one of the biggest shopping d
called Black Friday because up until the day after

Thanksgiving retailerare running in the red. But Black Friday

pushes them into the black. Or at least that is what they hope.
Retailers make all their profit in the last five or six weeks of

the year.

I 61 | admit to joining the throng
after Thanksgiving. There is a sort adlectric atmospherand

l 6m not r ef er csidepgtméent Bardaiesael ect r o
everywhere it seems, affak a changgeople are enthusiastic

about what they are doing. Christmas decorations are

everywhere. Store lmispeakers are playing Christmas carols.
Sometimeswe evemeari Chr i st t he a%avindoyi & lethe danh,remeove | d

her King. o I nteresting shopping music, isnoét

Christ Mass. Obviously the people are preparing for a great agt@bas they shop and shop.

The celebration is called AChristmas. 0 The w
is spiritual observance of a great truth concerning the incarnation. The reason for the celebration
issoeasytoforgetaswedpei sy with the season; itods not | us

real meaning of Christmas, even dedicated believers can forget.
So what are we celebrating?

Quite obvious to all, even those
entrenched in secular celebrating at this
time of yearall the office parties and
shopping and gift giving can get so
overwhelming we miss the main paint
We are celebrating the Birth of the
Lordd the actual incarnation of God
upon earthinhumanform. et 6 s t ake a
fresh look at what God did and why.
[Image flom The Nativity Storynotion
picture.]

Why did God do this? Why dide send
His Son Jesus Christ in human form to
earth? The incarnation was not unexpected to those who were attuned to prophetic



