The Wise Men Journey to Bethlehem
Guided by a Supernatural Star
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A cold coming we had of it,
Just the worst time of the year
For a journey, and such a long journey:
The ways deep and the weather sharp,
The very dead okvinter.
8 T.S. Eliot, The Journey of the Mayi

Fi r st -famigatizé surselves with the account of the journey of the magi to Jerusalem, and
then on to Bethlehenvhere they found Mary and Joseph, and their son, the Son of God, Jesus, a
newborn lying in a manger.

Matthew 2:1-12

Now after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in
the days of Herod the king, magi from the east arrived
in Jerusalem, saying, 2 "WheasHe who has been

born King of the Jews? For we saw His star in the
east and have come to worship Him." 3 When Herod
the king heard this, he was troubled, and all Jerusalem
with him. 4 Gathering together all the chief priests

and scribes of the people, inguired of them where

the Messiahwastobeborn 5 They mai d to
Bethlehem of Judea; for this is what has been written
by the prophet:

GAND YOU, BETHLEHEM, LAND OF JUDAH,

ARE BY NO MEANS LEAST AMONG THE LEADERS OF JUDAH,;
FOR OUT OF YOU SHALL ©OME FORTH A RULER

WHO WILL SHEPHERD MY PEOPLEIRAEL . 6 0

7 Then Herod secretly called the magi and determined from them the exact time the star
appeared8 And he sent them to Bethlehem and said, "Go and search carefully for the Child;
and when you have found Him, report to me, so that | too may come and worship Him." 9 After
hearing the king, they went their way; and the star, which they had seen asth&ent on

before them until it came and stood over the place where the Child was. 10 When they saw the
star, they rejoiced exceedingly with great joy. 11 After coming into the house they saw the Child
with Mary His mother; and they fell to the groundlamorshiped Him. Then, opening their
treasures, they presented to Him gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrindli2aving been

warngd by Godh a dream not to return to Herod, the magi left for their own country by another
way.

1 7.S. Eliotwrote The Journeywf the Magishortly after his conversion to Christianity in 1927
2 All scripture references are to the New American Standard Updated version, unless otherwise noted.
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http://itech.fgcu.edu/faculty/wohlpart/alra/eliot.htm#first%20lines

Who were these wise meh

Were they kings, astronomers, rulers, wise men or astrologers? The Greedagilleérdication

of who theywere Magifromtheeastd i s t he way the New Americal
word given by the Holy Spirit to describe them. The Greeldvise Yo 89 ( magoi , or
transl it e)y @ftoerde,our Englslgwontagiciancomes from the same root, but do

not let that distract you from the meaning.

These men were nobnjurersor cabdists,

nor even cheap deceiversagicians and

masters otleceptiorall. Nor were they

ignorant and superstitious, as some have
incorrectly assumedin the time Jesus was

born, the termastronomerandastrologer

were mixedand fairly synonymouysn the

same way that the ternskemistryand
alchemywere? Their separation and

distinction as separate disciplines, one
acceptable, the other superstitious, did not
occur until later.[Image from theNativity

Story]

These menvere honored and revered leaders, and to these men God provided a special method
of guidance through a supernatural star and even a dream to warn them concerning the intentions
of a nefarious king of Jude&od chose to reveélis special guiding star to them, i

concealed it from King Herod, and indeed all Jerusasmwell We donot know that they were

kings in our sense of the word. Perhaps they were emirs or tribal leaders in Persia or perhaps
Babylon.

Did the magi worshiphe one true and living G@dPossibly. The magi were most likely from
Persia, the major center for culture and learning to the east of Jeru3dlers.was a Jewish
settlement in Persia as much as 600 years before the birth of Chitigty were influenced by
that contingent ofelvs, he wise men may indeed have been completely conversant with the
prophecies of the Old Covenant scriptures available to them at the time. ltuiw@asonable
presume that these men were Gedring gentiles.It must be granted, however, thaetr
familiarity with Old Covenant prophecy and indeed,

even their nationality, is only a matter of conjecture,

logical though it may be.

How many wise men were thergMustration: One

of the few images available that pictures only two
magi.] The sciptures do not give us a number, just
the masculine plural for the word magi. (The
masculine plural could also include wordejust to

be accurate, but not wishing to be controversial. The
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