A time to be born, a time to die
Pastor John E. Dubler
Ecclesiastes 3:-B

Our desire igo live honorably each and every day of
our lives by the grace of our Lord Jesus Chrisdt us
not, in the last day of our lives, etteem dishonorably
through suicide and thus leave a legacy of pain to ot
children and grandchildren

Ageing popul ation has forwarded the debate ab

As our population ages, the desire for people to choose the time and method of their own death is
increasing. What was once considered Aunthin
legislatively protected. Physicians, who are charged by the Oath ofdfigies, are now

violating that oath when they prescribe a combination of drugs to bring about death or assist in a
suicide.

Goddés fundament al answer : He al one chooses t
We should be aware that our days are numbered.

Psalm90:12
ASo teach us to number our days,
That we may preenttoYou a heart of wisdom. o

A specific number of dayshavebeen ordained for you.
Godalreadydetermine the day youvere tobe born

ai Psalm 139:1516
tj 15 My frame was not hidden from You,
|f|‘ - When | was made in secret,
And skillfully wrought in the depths of the earth;
16 Your eyes have seen my unformed substance;
And in Your book were all written
The days that were ordained for me,
- When as yet there was not one of them.



God determines theday you will die.

Ecclesiastes 3:2
There is an appointed time for everything.
And there is a time for every event under hea¥en
A time to give birth and &ime to die. . .

Donét take mat t er s Takingmatteryiotaour ownhandshcannedung
time to dieis willful folly, resulting in consequences which end the reign of nations and destroy
the fabric of societies.

The right to choose

As with the debate about abortion, the problem with euthanasia has come to the fore because of

assumed, or sDBheadrd egumdnti glhdads .meen framed as
ol tos myavdearighyto do as | wish
o Dondét tell wmide ohvdhen | camdiel | ve m

Choices and consequencedVe do have the capacity to chooseéntain funémental

situati onderewdlugpbowarR 6 fAfMWher e wi | | hatwilgeat, t 0 s c h
what will | wear, where will | live, et@ But even those decisiom® not imply a complete
divorcebetweerour ability to make aecision and a Holy and Sovereign God to whom we all

owe obedience. In addition, all decisions carry with them a cloud of consequences, for good or

bad. Some otthe consequences are unseen and unanticipated, simply

because finite man cannot understand in advance everything that will take

place in the future.

Suicide, whether physician assisted or npis murder
| Suicide is seimurder. Anyone who assistssaicide may be exempted

by law of the land from being charged with murder, but in the eyes of
| God, he or she has assisted in murder.

Scripture and suicide. There is only one example in scripture of a person being asked to assist

with a suicide.King Sau| mortally wounded in battle, found himself suffering greatly and about

to be overrun by the Philistines. He asked his armor bearer to kill him, but the armor bearer

would not do it. So Saul, in an attempt to commit suicide, fell on his own swordrnibs a

bearer also fell on his sword, as a misdirected act of loyalty toward Saul. Saul was not
successful, and his |ife | incaqdreigmernotinthe Saul 0s
army of Israel, killed SaulRead the account i Samuel 1: 116.

Suicideis expressly forbidden in the Biblel Corinthians 3:16-17 makes the case completely
clear iDo you not know that you are a temple of
If any man destroys the temple of God, God will destroy Femthe temple of God ikoly and



that is wBatcyde asefidestroying the temple of
ground, not to be trampled upon by man, nor life extinguished by homicide or suicide.

Your body, in fact, is notyourowlAs a beli ever you haviandbeen fib:¢
therefore you cannot simply make any decision you like in regard to your body. We are to be

good stewards of our bodies just as we are to be with anything else given under our control, from
family to finances and even to our very Esthemselves

People are afraid of suffering and pain

Time and again when | have asked people if they are afraid of death |
hear, fANo, but | do fear the p
told me they were actilp afraid of death. More should be afraid of .
death, because if a person does not know Jesus Christ as Saviora
Lord of his life, when he dies he will go to hell and be tormented the =
throughouteternity. There will be no second chance. :

dying

However,people, almost universally, are fearful of suffering. Perha |
they have visited a nursing home or seen a relative die in some
protracted health struggle. They come to the conclusion that they 1
do something to prevent such suffering when their tinmeso They
have either forgotten or never knew that God has promised never t
leave us or fo@ke us, even at the end of life and in the dying proce:
itself.

Deuteronomy 31: 68 iBe strong and courageous, do no
... for the Lord your God is the one who goes with you. He will not fail you
or forsake you . . . 0

Romans 8: 3539tells us that we shall never be separated from the love of
Christ.

InPsaim23wereag fiYea, though | walk through the
deat h, I wi || fear no evi l for Thou art wi

Christodos power is perfected in weakness

We must constantly remind ourselves of this t
sught the Lord in prayer three times that his
This, | believe, was some sort of physical affliction, most likely a problem with his eyes. This
weakness kept him from exalting himself. He had received et deeelation of heaven and

could have easily become puffed up.

11 Corinthians 6:20



Whether a problem with eyes or not, Scripture shows us that Paul had some kind of physical
infirmity.

Galatians 4:1315r e ¢ o u nttyas knowitBat it was because of a bodily

illness that preached the gospel to you the first time; and that which was a

trial to you in my bodily condition you did not despise or loathe, but you

received me as an angel of God, as Christ Jesus Himself. Where then is that

sense of blessing you hadFor | bearyou witness that, if possible, you would

have pluckedow our eyes and given them to me. 0

The Bible tells us how to view weaknesses

Here i s Paul 6s account of what happened when
experiencing.

2 Corinthians 12:7-10 Because of the surpassing greatness of the revelations,
for this reason, to keep me from exalting myself, there was given me a thorn in
the flesh, a messenger of Satan to tormend nte keep me from exalting

myself! 8 Concerning this | imploretieé Lordthree times that it might leave

me. 9 And He has said to me, "My grace is sufficient for you, for power is
perfected in weakness." Most gladly, therefore, | will rather boast about my
weaknesses, so that the power of Christ may dwell in me. 1@foheil am

well content with weaknesses, with insults, with distresses, with persecutions,
with difficulties, for Christ's sake; for when | am weak, then | am strong.

Pray for healing, pray for strength, and be ready for suffering

We are certainly to pray and ask God to heal all our
weaknesses. Moses died at the age of 120, and yet the
Bible records that his eye was not dim and his physical
strength was not abated. | encouragall to pray and
have faith that the Lord will heal all our infirmities and all
our diseases. This message is not about healinthdout
great sin of suicide, so | will not focus on the aspect of
healing but rather knowing how to handle suffering.

Paul,in the midst of suffering would pray for strength from
the Lord. Il n a familiar and
can do all things through Him

Philippians 4:11-14 Not that | speak from want,
for | have learned to be contentvitnatever

Moses lived to thege of 120 and wa: Circumstances | aml know how to get along with
strong until the day of his death  humble means, and | also know how to live in
prosperity; in any and every circumstance | have learned the secret of being
filled and going hungry, both of havingp@ndance and suffering neeldcan
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do all things though Him who strengthens malevertheless, you have done
well to share with me in my affliction.

Suffering is, of course, not a popular topic. But the

pastor who does not prepare his flock for suffering is
not preaching the full gpel. Job experienced much

pain and sufferi

sin nor blame God. o (Job
many of us suffer we would not be able to say the same
thing as did Job. When he was challenged by his wife
whosa dQurise God and dfislmll 0 h
we indeed accept good from God and naept

adver ddabe:i? o (

The spiritual value of suffering

~

ng, yet n

| do not speak of suffering as a consequence of doing wrong. There is no value InRbtdr
4:1516t e | | Makeusare thafinone of you suffers as a murderer, or thief, opewjldr a
troublesome meddlebut if anyone sufferas a Christian, he is not to be ashamed, but is to

glorify God in this name.

The fellowship of suffering saints

There is a fellowship in the sufferings of Christ whichmay experience, and if sare will

share in His glory. Consid@&hilippians 3:10 i That | may know Hi m,
resurrection and the fellowship of His suffering, being conformeddaehth; in order that |
may attaintd he resurrection from the dead. 0

And again, the one of the greatest chapters on suff&@i@gyinthians 4tellsusi But we

this treasure in earthen vessels, that the surpassing
greatness of the power may @eGod and not from
ourselveso (2 Corinthians

It is not completely clear to me, but | know that people
who suffer and offer that suffering to the Lord Jesus as a
kind prayer, find themselves in closer fellowship with
Jesus and with other sufferes well. No one

understands a sufferer as well as another who has
suffered the same kind of pain. For this reason nobody
understands the sufferer like Jesus, who suffered such
cruel torture and crucifixion for our sake, though we were
the guilty ones ashHe the innocent one.

Because Jesus knows fisnd the nature of our trials
and sufferings, the scriptures tell us that we have in Him

and
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