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| Corinthians 7:32-35; Ephesians 5:2385

Responsibilities of a father A married man has three basic responsibilities: lead,
provide and protectThis message examines all three, with a few words in the beginning
for our single brothers and sisters, along i importance of maying the right

person.

The single man is fredrom the encumbrance of these duties to serve the Ldnilke

hismaried counterpart, a single manés |ife is
seem that way to one who is single, but that is only a matter phéssand perspective.

Just ask any man who is married if his responsibilities were less or more afiegma

But | want you to be free from concern. One who is unmarried is concerned about the
things of the Lordhow he may please the Loiljt one who is married is concerned
about the things of the world, how heyplease his wifeand his interests ar

divided. The woman who is unmarried, and the virgin, is concerned about the things
of the Lord, that she may be holy both in body and spirit; but one who is married is
concerned about the things of the world, tshe may please her husbaridis | say

for your own benefit; not to put a restraint upon you, but to promote what is
appropriate and to secure undistracted devotion to the Lo@biinthians7:32-35

RabbiPaul is not writing this to prohibdr even

restrict marriage. Itis a warning not a prohibition.
Being the consummate scholar and rabbi that he was,
he would have known and totally agreed with
Proverbs 18:221iHe who finds a wife finds a good
thing and obtains d&vor from the LORD) ButPaul 6 s
message by the inspiration of the Holy Spista
sobering reminder that if a man or woman marries, his
interests are redirected. He has qgthdded

obligations now which do not diminish his
responsibility to serve the Lord wholeheartedly. He
maintains his loyalty and fealty toward the Lord,
serving Him with his whole heart, soutind and
strength, and in addition he has other responsibilities.

And those responsibilities are in no way light or triviglPai nt i ng: Rembrandtdés P
Desk.]
Be careful about your choice ofawifeSubsequent in i mportance to

becomea true follower and disciple of the Lord Jesus Christ, there are three critical
decisions whiclpeople makeusually early in life. Unfortunatelyhosecallow, early

years ar¢he very same time whexperience is the most limitedust when they need
the most experience, the least is to be hHHtose who have waited until later in life to
marry have an advantage in this area. Theréfaseof greaimportance to be properly



submitted to the authority of pareéitshey can save a young man or woman many a
heartache.

These three decisions are as follows:Where will | go to school2. What will be my
[ i f ed s3. Who wik I'narry?

Prudenceis more important than beauty. Proverbs 19:14ellsusi Houses and | and
are the inheritance of f at h ®utwardbehutytftades pr uden
but inner beauty, when found in the way of righteousreedg grows stronger.

Thereforeafter sincerely seeking the Loitthe single man

who wishes to marry shoukkarch diligently for and find

an excellent womanHe should talk to her father first,

praying thashe will have mercy ohim and be amenable

when her fathetakes word to hesiboutthe interest

expressed by the prospective suitbook for prudence

and look for character. Do not beequally yoked

together with unbelievel@ Corinthians 6:14) Do not

marry a woman (women do not marry a mahp does

not know the Lord as you dwhodoes not share your values or embrace those things

most I mportant to you. Do not count on ti me
the Ilight and become bel i evereguallyyoketbhee chance
can be the better. One young girl asked her grandmother about the young man she was

dating, fAlsndt it good tCraadnaovep agiet essxn atitf rf eeqa

The grandmot h e beingragn hnd eaman isioppasit eyn,o ug h . 0

Do not marry without receiving wise counsel.l f onebds paatagairstse ar e dea
proposednarriage find out why. Do not contravene their counsel unless the

circumstances are indeed most unusual and egregious. Viglating ecaunséins the

matter of marriage is almost always a grievous error. Do not be hasty to go against wise

counsel,.Just in case there is anyone who is thin
e X c e pt takereven more caution. Such a person has most bkely subject to
deceptions in otherareasaswéllf oneds par ent lsestouldeekthe | onger

counsel of wise men and women of the Lord who are in some measure of spiritual
authority overbesidehim. The man who rakes hasteto marrywill live to regret it. But
then,hewill have the rest diislife to ponderhis decisions and may, hts leisure,
repent othis haste.

The mar r i ed respansililies tlehd; protect and provide.

A husband leads.First of all, a man who has a wifeust take théead. A man is
commissioned for this dugnd born for this responsibilitftde  wi | | receive Godo:d¢
to do the work. Scripture appointBusband is the head of the wife

For the husband is the head of the wife, as Christ also is the head of the church, He
Himself being the Savior of the body. But as the church is subject to Christ, so also
the wives ought to be to their husbands in everythiplgesians 5:224.



Wives areplaced in the vulnerable position of submitting to imperfect husba&ds.

will give them grace, but woe to the husband that abuses his authduipandstake

extreme care in this area or you may encounter the discipline of the Gotwill also

turn a deaf ear ttheprayersof an abusive husband@ he Lor d i s the wifebs
He wi | | not delay to AbringHamodayjasdi oegho
(Luke 8: 1618). W.ives are directed to submit even to unbelieving husbands:

In the same way, you wives, be submissive to your own husbands so that even if any
of them are disobedient to the word, they may be won without a word by the behavior
of their wives, as they observe your chaste and respectful behavior 1 Peter 3:1

You husbands in the same way, live with your wives in an understanding way, as with
someone weaker, since she is a woman; and show her honor as a fellow heir of the
grace of life, so that your prayers will not be hindered. 1 Peter 3:7

Lead with love. Huhandsare tolove theirwivesas Christ loves the church.

Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ also loved the church and gave Himself up
for her Ephesians 5:25.

Leading with love means that a husband cannot seize authority. All authorityeirterd
be truly successful, must be granted by the person under authority and not seized by the
person in authorityOnecommand respect by living two wordsintegrity and bve

Any person under authority hasatural and
strongly developed ability tkthow whenshe is
being treated shabbily byperson over them
Shecandetect anyack of integrity Shealso
knows whensheis not loved. It is required of

all leaders that they not be abusive. Abusive
situations will at some time be overthrown, and
the overthrow will be both warranted and
welcome.

Do not neglect your dutyto advise

encourageand varn(to say no when
necessay It is always more difficult to do the right thing. Neglect is another form of
abuse.

The Bible gives us two remarkaldgamples ofeglectful andnadequate authority on
the part of husbands: Eli and his sons, &achuel and his sons

Eli and his sons:

Now Eli was very old; and he heard all that his sons were doing to all Isradipand
they lay with the women who served at the doorway of the fanteeting. He said

t o t Whyro youido such things, the evil things that | hear from all thesdg®op
No, my sons; for the report is not good which | hear the LORD'S people cingulati

If one man sins against another, God will mediate for him; but if a man sins against



