Parable of two builders
The house built on the@ck vs. the house built on sand
Matthew 7:24-29
Pastor John E. Dubler

Here is the parable as we find it in Matthewd

fi Merefore everyone who hears these
words of Mine and acts on them, may be
compared to a wise man who built his
house on the rock. 25 And the rain fell,
and the floods came, and the winds blew
and slammed against that house; and
yet it did not fall, for it had been founded

on the rock. 26 "Everyone who hears
these words of Mine  and does not act on
them, will be like a foolish man who bu ilt
his house on the sand. 27 The rain fell,
and the floods came, and the winds blew
and slammed against that house; and it fell 0 andgreatwasitsfall. 0

28 fiWhen Jesus had finished these word s, the crowds were amazed at
His teaching; 29 for He was teaching them as one having authority, and

not as their scribes. o

See also a parallel passage in Luke @87 [Photo credit: a house destroyed by wind with thanks to
Australiaés Emergency Management Agency, www.ema.gov.au]

Context:

Here we have a compact and instive presentation by our Lord, illustirsg for us adistinct

likeness otwo sortsof people, both of whom pay at least some attention to what Jesus says.

The context of this parable is that of a true disciple vs. one that is false. The contrast is given in
three ways in Matthew 7: First vgee two trees (Mdtew7: 1520). fiThe good tree produces

good fruitbutthe bad tree produces bad froitNext we see the contrast of twWaims of true

di scipleship. ANot everyone who says to me,
hewho does the will of nivatthew 2123} And finallp, herevie n wi |
the subject of the parable itsels(\24-27), the wise man builds his house on the rock while the

foolish builds his house on the sand.

Overall Message:

In this parableve find that hearing the words of our Lasdhot the same a®ing them. In His
Sermon on the MouMatthew 57), Jesus had just preached the best sermon anyone could hope
to hear, but now what? After all, merely hearing the Word carabgetous business if not
accompanied by doing. The Pharisees, after all, were listening, but instkadgpthey were

scoffing In the parable of the Unrighteous Steward we Jiesuscautioning his readers about

! Scripture references are from the New American Standard Updated version, used with permission.
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the chief opponent of our heartdedir®@ | ove God, namely the |l ove o
serve two masters,o He said, Afor either he w
devoted to one and despise the other. You <ca
notk ndly received by the Pharisees who were sc
of money, were listening to all these things and were scoffing at Him. And He said to them,

0You are those who justify your wheartsdosthatn t he
which is highly esteemed among men-l%).s detest a

And so how shall we respond to the best sermon

ever preached (or any of J
matter)? The uncomfortable truth is this: Only

thoe who actually do what He says are the true

disciples, while those who hear without doing,

and still imagine that they are building to

survive the stormsre only deceiving

themselves.

[Photo credit: The Jesus Film Project. Jesusteaches from
aboat in Galilee (see Matthew 13: 1-2.]

Of course, this parable is not the only place in
Scripture where theoncept of hearing vs. doing
is presented. Two of the most notablamplesare found in Ezekiel and James:

They come to you as people come, and sit before you as My people and
hear your words, but they do not do them, for they do the lustful
desires expressed by their mouth, and their heart goes after their gain.
Behold, you are to them like a sensual song by one who has a beautiful
voice and plays well on an instrument; for they hear your words but

they do not practice them. So when it comes to pas s d as surely it will
0 then they will know that a prophet has been in their midst. Ezekiel
33:31 -33

But prove yourselves doers of the word, and not merely hearers who

delude themselves. 23 For if anyone is a hearer of the word and not a

doer, he is lik e a man who looks at his natural face in a mirror; 24 for

once he has looked at himself and gone away, he has immediately
forgotten what kind of person he was. 25 But one who looks intently at

the perfect law, the law of liberty, and abides by it, not havi ng become
a forgetful hearer but an effectual doer, this man will be blessed in what

he does. James 1:22 -25

Elements of the parable:

First we will look at theéouilders themselves, beginning with the wise man. Who is he and what
are his characteristicsPh e Gr e e k f o&poviaawphsoeimanh aThedbmeanig is

this: a thoughtful, sagacious and discrete pe
words and through the conviction of the Holy Spirit, is pricked to the heart at any inconsistenc
between hiswnlife andJ e srusyal way. Like the son in Prov
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and b e Suehagpersomcarefully builds his life (his thoughts, his words, and his actions) on
the only sure foundation: Jesus Christ. In so dbmiguildsto withstand any of the storms of

life that might come his way. Undoubtedly the storms will come his way. Being a wise builder
means that a man acknowledges that there will be storms, andipgephouse that will

withstand them His commitmento this building project and to the foundatisrwhole-hearted

and not tentative, off and on, or lukewarm.

Who, then, is the foolish builder and what ar
ma n Quwpbd mor os] . Our English root Amorono is d
here may actually be a very weltlucated person, but in terms of what will matter for eternity,

he is (according to the actual definitionpafpod), dull, sluggish and stupid-de hears the word,

but his commitment to it is intellectyaldot from the heartSuch persons make a stab at putting
Jesusod words into practice, but 1 f everything
quickly abandon the changes in lifeaptice that His words require. This foolish builder is not

carefully examining the soil and choosing the best place to build. Any philosophy will suit him,

and though he may really like listening to Jesus speak, in the end he will build on whatever soil

is easiest. The hard truths of the Bible will not suit his purposes very long until he will give up,
seeing a more yielding philosophy upon which to base his thoughts, words and actions.

The lives of wise and foolish builders are brought into cleaugavhen lived side by side.

When this occurs, the contrast is indeed stark. Consider, for example, the lives of Ahab vs.
Elijah, or John the Baptist vs. Herod. Such men are not both about the business of examining
foundation materials, the one constieusly choosing sand over rock. Rather one man is truly
seeking to build his life on a good foundation. The other is consumed with the affairs of this
world, oblivious to the shortness of our days and largely unaware of the life to come. He is
haphazat and careless, careening through life without much thought beyond his own pleasures.

Both builders, however, are about the business of building houses. In fact, everyone in this
world is building something. To live is to build. We are building fer life which is to come,
even if we do not know it.

The foundation for a solid structure in this life and in the life to come has been provided for us.
A rock has been reserved for us to build upon, and that Rock is Christ.

For no man can lay a fou  ndation other than the one which is laid, which
is Jesus Christ. 12 Now if any man builds on the foundation with gold,
silver, precious stones, wood, hay, straw, 13 each man's work will
become evident; for the day will show it because it is to be revealed
with fire, and the fire itself will test the quality of each man's work (1
Corinthians 3:11 -14.)

Thus we are all building. All construction will be tested, either by flame or flood. If our work is
not built on a solid foundation, it certainly will naaad.



The houses:

From the outside, both houses might look the same. The house with a faulty foundation might
even look better than a house with a rsokid footing. Both seem to be secure as long as the
weather is good. The qualiand durabilityof the house cannot be judged before the storm
strikes; only after.Consider for a moment these Scriptures:

Behold, | am laying in Zion a stone, a tested stone,
A costly cornerstone for the foundation, firmly placed.
He who believes in it will not be disturbed.
17 I will make justice the measuring line
And righteousness the level;
Then hail will sweep away the refuge of lies
And the waters will overflow the secret place.
Isaiah 28:16 -17

Only the costly and tested foundation of the Lord Jesus Chiistuffice to see daylight after

the flood sweeps away all lies (all other systems and philosophies and religions). Even the so
called deep magic, the Satanic arts performed in secret places will be destroyed. In the end, only
the life built on Jesus wistand.

So then you are no longer strangers and aliens, but you are fellow
citizens with the saints, and are of God's household, 20 having been

built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Christ Jesus
Himself being the corner stone, 21 in whom the whole building, being
fitted together, is growing into a holy temple in the Lord, 22 in whom

you also are being built together into a dwelling of God in the Spirit.

Ephesians 2:19 -22

Therefore the foundation of rock is secure from the storm, wheléoundation of sand is very

movabl e. AnThe rain fell and the floods c¢ame
house; anditfeland gr eat was its fall .o This is a cc¢
is salvageable or repairable.

The gorm

[Photo credit: www.wunderground.com. Hurricane
Rita deepens into a Category V hurricaneon
September 20, 2005, barely missing the Florida Keys.]

The backdrop for the Sermon on the Mount
is the shore of Lake Kinneret, (The Sea of
Galilee), to the north and west of that
beautiful body of water. About 60 miles to
the south, one encounters the Dead Sea.
Immediately to the west of that foul andw
vanishing safsoaked water is the wilderness
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