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From the pulpit of a fishermands boat Jesus t
The multitudes included the sincere, the skeptical, the savvy and the serpents. They were not of
one heart, nor of one mind toward the miracle worker from arides away in NazarethAfter

relating the Parable of the Tares and Wheat (though not its explanation), Jesus proceeded to tell
them two more parables before | eaving the cro
Capernaum. These two parables, the Mus$aetl and the Leaven, are short but loaded with

meaning. Jesus leaves it to us to delve into them and extract the meaning, for nowhere will we

find His explanation givenBut, as we read in Proverbs 25:2,

It is the glory of God to conceal a matter,
But the glory of kings is to search out a matter.

In this case, the searching will not be arduous nor rancorous among scholars, for there is general
agreement, at least among conservative, Bieleevingscholarson t he meaning of J
words.

The Parableof the Mustard Seed. Matthew 13:31-32 [Parallel passages are found in Mark
4:30-32 andLuke 13:18]

The meaning of this parable
The smallest of seeds produces a Varge tree; and it is just saith the Kingdom of God. A
small seed, bearing the DN the kingdom, when planted in good soil produces amazing

growth, both in individuals and in the Kingdom of God taken as a whole.

Recall the small beginning of the kingdom. Jesus was born in an
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Thus we quickly extrache meaning: the small beginning of the Kingdom of God has a much
larger ending.

A stone becomes a great mountairhis exponential growth@o d 6 s Ki ngdom i s t he
fulfill ment of Daniel 6s prophecy concikedni ng t
the whole earth:



You continued looking until a stone was cut out without hands, and it struck the
statue on its feet of iron and clay and crushed them. Then the iron, the clay, the
bronze, the silver and the gold were crushed all at the samarioigecame like

chaff from the summer threshing floors; and the wind carried them away so that
not a trace of them was found. But the stone that struck the statue became a great
mountain and filled the whole earth. Daniel 238t

Elements of the pardle:

1. The mustard seedémustard tree:A mustard seed is tiny indeed. In Rabbinical thought a
mustard seed was proverbial for smallness. The mustard seed represents the tiny beginning in
the parable.

Some have taken the mustard seed undeniti®scope and argued about whether it really is the

smallest of seeds. Of course this misses the point entirely. Here is a small seed, well known to
the audience and the very soul of a proverbial expression with which they
would already béamiliar. Though there may be smaller seeds in this world

\ is there a better illustratioor would it grow into so large a plant in the

\ : Pal est i ne ? d&venilter is s Bigger gayden plant, would it be

known to the hearers?

N Mustard is mentioned atal of five times in the New Testament, always in
: reference to small beginnings or small faith. Mustard seed faith does not
mean ineffective faith any more than a mustard seed beginning means a small and ineffectual

ending. The Lord shows usthetruhaut how effective our #dAlittle
17:6:
And the Lord said, nAlf you had faith I|ike
mul berry tree, 6Be uprooted and be planted

The tree in Palestine whiichas come to be known as the mustard tree, grows to a heighi6f 10
feet with a stout central stem and strong branches.
It bears yellow flowers producing minute seeds
about the size éf well, about the size of a

mustard seed. In actuality the seed is so small
that when it is incorporated into jewelry, the
makers encase it in a glass globe the size of a
marble, which serves to magnify the seed so it

may be easily seefRhoto credit: Pastorefersen as
posted by Rev. Paul McCain on his blog.]

The man and the field: Here are two elements
that are not consequential except that they hold the story together, making comprehensible and

! Unless otherwise noted, all scripture references are to the New American Standard Updated Version, used with
permission.



visible to the mindobs ey efieldisanWyfeld. fheyholdeo any ma
encrypted meaning.

Exposition of the parable

Do not despise the day of small beginnings, as the work of God, once planted, will grow into a
huge kingdom. God working within a man means that he is merely the farmsowee who

one day tosses some tiny seeds into the growmgbarticularly expectingor looking forresults.

Later he discovers the small seed sown has become a big tree.

It is God who will finish what He has started.For | am confi demre of t hi ¢
who began a good work in you will perfetuntil the day of Christ Jeso®hilippians 1:6.
Or again, as we read in Isaiah 55111

For as the rain and the snow come down from heaven,
And do not return there without watering the earth
And makingit bear and sprout,
And furnishing seed to the sower and bread to the eater;
So will My word be which goes forth from My mouth;
It will not return to Me empty,
Without accomplishing what | desire,
And without succeeding in the matter for which | sent it.

When the Kingdom first appears it is small, b
purposes, the Kingdom fills the whole earth, and the second coming of the messiah to claim His

seat of governance over all the kingdoms of the earth is anybirsgnall and inconsequential.

His appearing at the end of the age will be cataclysifien there will be earthquakes and fire.
Mendés hearts will fail from fear as Hmge hail
every knee shall bow and eveongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the

Father. The concluding act of the kingdom is not somethingacted out in a corner, unnoticed by

most andderided by many.

The Leaven Matthew 13: 33[A parallel passage may be foundlinke 13:20]

Meaning of this parable

The parable shows us horansforning the Kingdom of Heaven becomes, once the small start

has been made. The meaning is basically the same as the Parable of the Mustard Seed, but with
an important change in emphasis. Both parables tell us thahtfdomproducesesults

entirely out ofproportion totheirinsignificantbeginnings. The Mustard Seed shows us

extensive growth from a small beginning, but The Leaven shows us extensive transformation.
Therefore the difference in the two parables is not nearly so pronounced as the gmilate

mustard seed grows, the leaven transforms.



Leaven is known for its amazing power to transform substances inside out. So it is with the
kingdom. Once a man has the seed of the Kingdom of Heaven within himself, the
transformation begins.

Elements of the parable

1. Leaven:Usually, but not always a metaphor for sin, leaven in this case is a metaphor for
positive transformation. Here is leaven representing not sin but the Kingdom of Heaven.
Sometimes Jesus surprises us Witk choices for metphors. Certainly, in this case the choice
is eyepopping, making us stop dead in our tracks and read it again. The Kingdom is like

leaven? How canthisbe? Becautsee ki ngdom of heaven,worGsnce r ec
like leaven. Andyes,sinwok s i n the same way. AA |Tittle | e
dough, 06 Paul writes in 1 Corinthians 5:6 and
Old Testament as wéllit is the leaven of sin that permeates the dough producing a regativ
result. But here, the opposite is true.
It should not be considered incongruous that a symbol for sin
can likewise be a symbol for the righteous Kingdom of God.
After all, other symbols likewise find opposite expression.
Satan, forexampleisreferd t o as fil i ke a | i on
he may devour. But Jesus is ref
The lion metaphor is inverted in these cases without losing its
usefulness in understanding its subject.
2. The womanLike the man and the field tme Parable of the Mustard Seed, the woman is not
particularly relevant to the parable, other than to give it the kind of mental glue that holds the
story together and makes its visualization more poignant. Who, after all, has not seen a woman
mixing leawen into dough? Well, perhaps in our fast food society there are more than we would
like to think. Nonetheless, the image of a woman kneading the dough, the dough set aside and
rising until the entire batch is leavened is imminently imaginable.
3. Thiee pecks of flour The fact that there threepecks of flour is not germadedo not look
for extra meaning in the number threehe volume of the flour is the point. Three pecks
amounts o about 36 | iters of dry mlisvaru (saa) The wc

about 12.3 liters dry. The point is this: 37 liters (3 pecks) of wheat flour is a huge volume of
flour. Nonetheless a very small volume of leaven leavens the whole lump of dough.

ZLeaven in the Old Testament is not always representatisi®. Consider, for example, Leviticus 7:13 where the
peace offerings leavened and Leviticus 23:18 where we find the wave offering likewise leavened. Thus, in
these cases, leavened offerings are used as symbols for the expiation of sin.
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