Parable of the Dragnet
Matthew 13:47-52
Pastor John E. Dubler

The Parable of thBragnet unique to the Gospel of Matthereyeals that day of judgment is
coming whernGod will separate the good fratime evil. The evil will be judged, found guilty and
after separation from the good, thrown into the fiery furnace.

For the sake of complete clarity, allow me to decthatthe basis for the judgment will not be
works for righteousnessAlthough this particwdr point is not referred to in thi®arable of the
Dragnet, the importance of this critical doctrine of salvation through the Blood of the Lamb
cannot be omitted.

The only basis for separating the gdomm the bad

will be the blood coveringf our LordJesus Christ.

AFor by grace you have been s
that not of yourselves, it is the gift of God; not as a

result of works, so that no ¢
2:8-9)) Another passage phrases the same idea in

t hese wor ds,notonihebasisaddeedd u s
which we have done in righteousness, but according to

His mercy, by the washing of regeneration and

renewing by the Holy Spirit, whom He poured out

upon us richly through Jesus Christ our Savior, so that

being justified byHsgace we woul d be made heirs accordin
3:5-8). [Painting: Ecce Homdy Antonio Ciseri.]

Thus when the judgment books are operady one factor will determine our eternal destiny:

I f oneds name mboéseBookHedfi hifbhe(lasus Chri st
person will not be judged. If he were to be judged for his sins he would be condemned along

with the resof the worldwho have not accepted the lordship of Jesus. But he whose name is
recordedn that book will not be judged, but declared clean without judgment because of the

Blood of Jesus. (See Revelation 20:15 and Revelation 21:27).

Here then is th@arable of théragnet from Matthew 13:

Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a dragcest into the sea, and
gathering fish of every kindind when it was filled, they drew it up on the
beach; and they sat down and gathered the good fish into contairi¢hg bu
bad they threw awaySo it will be at the end of the age; the angels will
comeforth and take out the wicked from among tighteousand will

throw them into the furnace of fire; in that place there will be weeping and
gnashing of teeth.

! Scriptural references are to the New American Standard Updated Version, unless otherwise noted.
2| have included in the discussion of this parable the subsequent comparassmibé who has become a disciple
of the kingdom of heaven, not treating it as a separate parable as some do.
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fiHaveyyu under st ood all these Andi ngs?0 They
Jesus s a iTherefore evénhserite whdihas become a disciple of

the kingdom of heaven is like a head of a household, who brings oist of h

treasure things new and oldMatthew 13: 4752.

Meaning: TheParable of thédragnet is about the efrttme judgment of all sosl This includes

all peoplelivingat t he t i me o &ndall thezlead who ldadessver lieet wponrthe

earthfrom the beginning of timeThe sea gives up the dead in it and death and Hadesp

the dead in them. hbse who are alive andmain at the coming of our Lord Jesus will appear at

this judgment (Revelation 20: 415). In other words: Everyone who has ever lived or will live

appears before this judgment which is commonly referredtoaestn Gr eat Whi t e Thr
Judgmend (Revelation 20:11)3

Good and bad fish Not all who walk the earth have faith, obviously. This comes as no great
surprise to anyone to think that there mayjybe s mal | n dighdinethe net Who domet d
know the Lord.[Photo: Contemporary net fisherman the Sea of Galilee. Courtesy Holy Land Photos.]

But a more disturbing issue is thattrall who

are in the visible church are truly Children of

Godd good fish Becomingamemberof a

church or a Christian organization, no matter

how noble or fine itnay be, is not the same as
belonging to JesusThus, it is very possible that
many people who think that they are Christians

are not really believers at all. To become a

believer one must confess that his own efforts to
save himself have failédhis selfrighteousness,

his good deeds, even his ancestry or his
memberships in fine organizations. He acknowledges that he is in fact a sinner. He has broken
Goddbés holy | aw and deserves to die. But, by
Jesu<Christ to save him. He asks Jesus to forgive his sins and cleanse him of all
unrighteousness, expressing at the same time a total willingness to make Jesus LORD of his life.
| have added the emphasis in all capital letters as the issue of lordshig weigtheavily upon

those of us who preach the gospel. Just acknowledging that Jesus is the Son of God is ho more
than demons doThe demon&now whoJesuss and tremble. But when one makes Jesus Lord

of his life, then the transformation can begin.dAwhen such a cry comes from the heart, no

force or power can separate that man from the love of Go#iisnaerciful redemption. Jesus

will save and preserve that person forever.

Therefore, we see through this parable thetehwill be a separation tie sheep from the goats
at the end of the ag&Vhether thigudgmentis referred to as separating the sheep from the goats

% Those who died before they could conscientiously know right fnwong (the secalled age of accountability) will
not, in my view, be condemned. See 2 Samuel 12319
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or the wicked from the righteous or the wolves from the steepge good fish from the bad
the message is one and the same.

In order that all may know from the Word of God that there are wolves among the sheep, |
submit three passages from Matthewd6s gospel

Matthew7:1520f Bewar e of the false prophets, who come to
inwardly are ravenous wolve¥.ou will know them by their fruits. Grapes are not gathered

from thorn bushes nor figs from thistles, are they? So every good tree bears good fruit, but the

bad tree bears bad fruit. A good tree cannot produce bad fruit, nor can a bad tree produce good

fruit. Every tree that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire. So then,

you wil|l know them by their fruits. o

Matthew 24:11-12 Many false prophets will arise and will mislead many. Because
lawlessness is increased, most peopde/s Will grow cold.

Matthew 24:24-26 For false Christs and false prophets will arise and will show great signs
and wonders, so as to mislead, if possible, even the elect. Behold, | have told ymanitead
So i f t heBehsld Meidirthe wi odue,r nie s s, 0 dBehoidoHeismo out , or , f
the inner rooms, 0 do not believe them.
Il n this |l ast passage we find Afalse prophetso
of the infiltration of the sheep by wolves thiis statement The Scriptures give us seven
Af al sed categor i ey ifopbsiepuedosp lues.e d Tihne twhoer dGr e e k .
the word in English, using it to describe something that looks like or resembles the true copy,
such as @ipseudonyraor fipseudosienced The word isnot negative in all cases in the English.
However in the Greek it Iliterally means Al yin
trying to be a prophet and not making the grade, but a false, lying prophet, attempting to
devastate the flock (whether he knows it or not.)

Severi p s e af dcopdure(with thanks to Rick Rennef)

Pseudoapostolos: false apostles (2 Corinthians 11:13)
Pseudoprophetes: false prophetst{htaw 7:15)
Pseudodidaskolos: falseachers (2 Peter 2:1)

Pseudochristos: false Chrighatthew 24:24)

Pseudoadelphos: false brother€inthians 11:26)
P®udomartureo: false witness (Matthew 19:18)

Pseudologos: false word one who speaks falsehood (1 Tim 4:2)

NookrwhE

We are not at aBubjectto the devices of those false apostles, teachers, prophets and even false
Christs. We can know the pseudo from the trueexgmining thdruit. This refers to
deeds, aatins, maal character, behavioand everhiswork. What comes forth from the man

i ndi cat es wh a.tThesefolie wesaredvese nbthioebe tovampressed with the tree

itself. Look for the fruit.

*R. RENNER, Sparkling Gems from the Greek, (Tulsa, 2003), p. 649.
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Some differences The message of sepaoat and judgmenin the Parable of the Dragrist
similarto that found in the Parable of tii¢heat and Tares but with this important difference:
TheWheat and Tares shows us that the righteous and the wicked wilt@getier coexisting

until the end of the age and then separation of the wicked frongtiteous occurtsThe

Dragnet, by contrast, does not focus on the entire process from now until judgment but on the
day of separation and judgment itethe end of the age. So, while the kingdom contains both
good and bad fish, only the final sweeplo# tragnet and subsequent dragging of the net up on
the beach reveals which fisinegood and whiclarenot. The Dragnet therefore is more tightly
focused, revealing to us the principle of separation and judgment in a more stark light.

Separation of thewicked from the righteous The process of separation is very similar to the

Parable of the Wheat and Tares where we saw the tares gathered up at harvest time, bound into
bundles and burnedSimilarly, in the Parable of the Dragnet, the bad fish arevi@vay.
(Thebadfistares ai d t o be Athrown awayo in the parabl
burned in a furnace.) In the explanation of the parable we are told that the wicked are separated
from the righteous and not Athrown away, 0 but

Elements of the parable

The first element of interest is he dragnetitself. The Greek word used heresigyeve

[sageneits only occurrencen the New Testameniieing here irMatthew]. Sagene is a seine
net, that is to say, large net with weghts on the bottom and floats on
top, hanging vertically in the water, enclosadtfish larger thants grid.
After a predetermined timdts ends are drawn together and the net
pulled up on the beachlwo boats would be used to set out the large
net. The net repreents the preaching of the world.is the Gospel
message@oingout in all parts of the worldSome arswept up in the
excitemenbf a revival or preaching meeting but do not truly desire to

become disciples. @three rr9 deaer, & swvihmpg Ihy
convinced to come by family or friends for some other reason find
themselves exposed to the gospel messhige.t a |l | Afi sho who

responding to the gospel message will indeed become true disciples.

| am reminded of a skiingifrwe were on two years ago. We were accompanied by a friend

whowas just | earning to ski. She decided to t
instructor staff. The first questionDhe aske
you come to | earn to ski? How many are here

of you are here simply because you love someone who skis, and they want you to be a proficient
skier so you can be toget Herkiamd RBulmastarldfadviee oe x
will always pursue and eventually overtake a person who is so motivaegdsome point that

person does not fall in love with skiing itself, they will sooner or later abandon the cause.

Just so with Christianitgndthe kingdom. A person may hear the preaching of the gospel

because of the love of a friend, or his love for a friend. But sooner or later, if he does not want to
hear the preaching of Godobés Word bebeavillse he h
not be back.



