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This parable, spoken by our Lord white wasteaching in the temple duringgHast visit to

Jerusalem, issnetimes called thi@Parable of th&Vicked Tenant This title 1 s r
N J deserved; indeed thene-growertenants in the story are wickedness
- personified. Jesusmpartedthis teaching onlylays before i died on the

cross, was buried in the tomb of Joseph of Arimathea, and raised from the

o V‘) ) dead. The Parable of the Landowngpears in all three synoptic gospels.

(Mark 12::12 andLuke 20:919 are the other passages, which should be
consulted for a complete picture of the teaching.)

The Parable of the Landowner from Matthew 21: 3346

ALIi sten to anot h andowner wheo PULANTEDAher e was a |
VINEYARD AND PUT A WALL AROUND IT AND DUG A WINE PRESS

IN IT, AND BUILT A TOWER, and rented it out to virgrowers and went on

a journey. 34 When the harvest time approached, he sent his slaves to the

vine-growers to receive his place. 35 The vingrowers took his slaves and

beat one, and killed another, and stoned a third. 36 Again he sent another

group of slaves larger than the first; and they did the same thing to them. 37

But afterward he sent whild sespecttmgmsonay

But whenthevingr ower s saw the son, they said amo
the heir; come, | et us kil him and seize
and threw him out of the vineyard and killed him. 40 Therefore when the

owner of the vineyard comes, what will he do to those-gimeo we r s ? 0 41

They said to Him, AHe wil/| bring those wr e

rent out the vineyard to other vhiggowers who will pay him the proceeds at
the proper seasons. 0

42Jesusadi d t o them, ADid you never read in tF

OTHE STONE WHICH THE BUI LDERS REJECTED,
THIS BECAME THE CHIEF CORNER stone;

THIS CAME ABOUT FROM THE LORD,

AND I'T I'S MARVELOUS I N OUR EYESOG?

43 Therefore | say to you, the kingdom of God will be takeny from you

and given to a people, producing the fruit of it. 44 And he who falls on this
stone will be broken to pieces; but on whomever it falls, it will scatter him like
dust . o

45 When the chief priests and the Pharisees heard His parables, they
understood that He was speaking about them. 46 When they sought to seize



Him, they feared the people, because they considered Him to be a prophet.
(NASU).!

One of three parables spoken in rebuke of the Jewish leaders.

This is the second of three paralilesvhich Esus rebukes the Jewish leaders.
1. Parable of Two Sons: Matthew 21225 Obedience, not lservice counts
2. Parable of the Landowner: Matthew 21:4%8 Cornerstoneejected
3. Parable of the Weling Feast:
Matthew 22: 1140 Many arecalled butonly a few arechosen

The central message.

The parable is warning about rejecting the Messiahe Lord Jesus Himself. It is chiefly
addressetb the religious leaders of the daithough we may be certain that it is also addressed
to anyone who rejects the Lord today.

The metaphorical elements of the parable.

1. Landowner: Gowho created all
things and ordained the nation of Israel to be a
messenger of the good news of His redemptive
plan to all the nations. (See Psalm)67

2. Vineyard: Jewish nation ofsrae|
and especially JerusalerRecorded irisaiah
5:7arethesewords A For the vi
LORD of hosts is the

a. Wall: Divine protection
b. Winepress: Law and
sacrificial system
c. Tower: Temple
Vine-growers Religious leaders of Isrgehe priests and teachers of the law
Servants: Prophetent by the Lord to Israel
The Son: Jesw$imself, the Son of God
. fiKingdom takenawaya nd fia p e o thé fait gii r t desdshcTiemple
worship is the kingdom taken away; Christianity (the chureplaces Judaism as the mechanism
of propagating the good news of Gododés mercy a
7. Stone which builders rejected: The messiah the chieéisione
a. Those who fall on the stone: Those who accept the Lord are broken
b. Those on whom it fallsThose who eject the Lordare crushe@nd scattered
like dustwhen the stone falls on them

mw#w

Major Biblical allusions found in the parable:

! Except as noted, all scripture references are to the New American Standard Updated version produced by the
Lockman Foundation.



The first is found irlsaiah 5:17. Notice how the Lord Jesus wove His parable tightly around the
prophecy of Isaiah. Isaiah is a significant basis for the parable since it is probable that Isaiah
himsef was murdered bigeing sawn iftwo.

Let me sing now for my welbeloved
A song of my beloved concerning His vineyard.
My well-beloved had a vineyard on a fertile hill.
2 He dug it all around, removed its stones,
And planted it with the choicest vine.
And He built a towein the middle of it
And also hewed out a wine vat in it;
Then He expected it to produce good grapes,
But it produced only worthless ones.

3 "And now, O inhabitants of Jerusalem and men of Judah,
Judge between Me and My vineyard.
4" What more was thete do for My vineyard that | have not done in it?
Why, when | expected it to produce good grapes did it produce worthless ones?
5 "So now let Me tell you what | am going to do to My vineyard:
I will remove its hedge and it will be consumed,;
| will break dawn its wall and it will become trampled ground.
6 "l will lay it waste;
It will not be pruned or hoed,
But briars and thorns will come up.
| will also charge the clouds to rain no rain on it."

7 For the vineyard of the LORD of hosts is the house of Israel
And the men of Judah His delightful plant.
Thus He looked for justice, but behold, bloodshed;
For righteousness, but behold, a cry of distress.

A second major allusion is found Rgalm 118:2223. It leaves no doubt about the fact that
Jesus is referrmnto Himself wherHe cites the cornerstone. Psalm 118 would be sung by the
disciples at the last supper, as it is part of the Hillel, the Passover celebration.

22 Thestone which the builders rejected
Has become the chief corner stone
23 This is thde.ORD'S doing;
It is marvelous in our eyes.

There are other allusions within the parable, but knowing of these two and understanding their
import will suffice.



A closer look at the parable

The owner of the vineyard shows great care and concern farelison. He builds wall to

keep out the animalgspecially the foxes, notorious in the Song of Solomon (2:15) for ruining
the vineyard. He also builds a watchtowegt@ard against thievepoachers and all other
manner of intruders. A winepress @win Mark 12, a wine vat), is
located on site for the processing of the grapes once they are
harvested. Certainly with this kind of investment and the great car
and concern for his vineyard, the owsaouldhavecomplete
confidence thathe vineyard will bear much fruit.

At the proper season, the owner of the vineyard sends some
servants or land agent® collect fruit as rent This is paymenin-
kind, and althouginot widely practiced in the wess, still followed
in other parts of the world today.

But the servantare shamefully treated, as have been many of the

prophets sent to us by the Lord. Indeed, the martyr Stephen,

preaching to those whowaull st one him said, fAWhich one of th
persecute?They killed those who had previously announced the coming of the Righteous One,

whose betrayers and murderers you have now become; you who received the law as ordained by
angels, and yet did nkt e e p(Acts 7:5253). Those servants in the parable geffeone of

three fates: brutal beating, stoning or death. Others were treated in the same way.

But the owner is extremely patient andly,genero
AHe had one nao rbee | tobheaddegrdversp 0ot t he sonbés death
they will then receive the inheritance of the vineyard. And so he is taken out of the vineyard and
killed. Many have observed that Jesusilfalnot onlythe fate of the son iHis death, but also

the vey location ofHi s d e aytdok him amdthreav him out of the vineyard and killed

h i m. the writek of Hebrews notes (12:13), Jesuféeredoutside the cityateof Jerusalem

whereHe was crucified Thus He is the final fulfillment of the s#arial offering system where

Aithe bodies of those animals whose blood is b
of fering for sin, are bur a2 dhusowth psemetigationdnd ¢ a mp
malice the religious leaders ofetldlay killed the Lord of Glory, exactly in parallel to this parable.

What Jesus meant by this parable, includimgrheaning of the rejected servants and the beloved
sonarecle&reven to the Pharisees who fAundd&momtood t
the creation onward there have been prophets gentve read itHebrews 1:12 Aln the pa
God spoke to our forefathers through the prophets ayitimes and in various waysuyt in

these last days he has spoken to us by his Son, whom he appeintefdah things, and through

whom he made (NIWeNearlyall havea bsen treated shamefully. The Pharisees

and scribes were denounced in one of the eight woes which Jesus pronounced upon them as

those who build the tombs of the prophetowitheir fathers killed.

t h e Jeswsg pases a gueshoa to blig lestdners,o n i

After the murder of
t h e ,whatrwel he do tb thdsdine-growerfoeTiiea r d c o

AfiTherefore, when



guestion discloses two facts: Thé&s@n owner of the vineyard and he is returning to his land
holdings. No matter what man thinks with his various religigystemsr lack theread God is

still the owner of the vineyardlhe Lord Jsus has promised to return and Will. His

sacrificial death is followed at sometime by judgment for those refuse to honor Him as Savior
and Lord resulting ineternal damnatioand consignment to hell for eternity

There is a fAlast strawo a f i ntdgerqu.oTherdisaat whi c
end to the world.The landowner returns. When he comes he will judge the earth.

Failure of the Pharisees.to recognize Jesusb®6

The religious | eaders were unyv
claim that He is the messiahgtSon of God. Jesus noted
their obstinacy antlundamental unwillingneds be
i ncl ud e dnanvelous@lan vbhen on the Hosanna
Road(the path from the Mount of Olives to Jerusalem)
He s aerusglemfiJerusalem, who Kills the prophets
and stoneghiose who are sent to heidow often | wanted
to gather your children together, the way a hen gathers her
chicks under her wirgg and you were unwillingBehold,
your house is being left to you desolateor | say to you,
from now on yowvill not see Meuntil you say,

I N THE NAME OE&ttheéwRRE37E ORD! 6 0
[[lustration: A model of Herodé Temple in Jerusalem at the time Jesus taught in the temple and
presented the Parable of the Landowner.]

In the parable, this unwillingnessaccept the rightful authority of the owner and the rejection of

his envoys, including and finally the rejection of his gethefimm | st r aw t hat bri ng
retribution (v. 39) Thewretches come to a wretched end. Téetition of word sounds ithis
verse fAHe will Dbring those wretches to a wret

the Greek:kakot gkakdd(kakous kakoos.

Whenthe Phariseelseard Peter preaching a few weeks ldteh ey no doubt recal | €
in this parable Consider these passages:

1. Acts 2:2324. fis Man, delivered over by the predetermined plan and
foreknowledge of Godyou nailed to a cross by the hands of gsslimen and put Him to death.
But God raised Him up again, putting an end to the agony of death, since it was impossible f
Him to be held in its power. o0

2. Acts 3:1415 fiBut you disowned the Holy and Righteddee and asked for a
murderer to be granted to ydout put to death the Prince of life, the one whom God raised from
thedead,d# act to which we are witnesses. o

After virtually pronouncing upon themselves the sentence that they are the wretchésgrve
to be brought to a wretched edésus confronts the Pharisees whitse wordsiHave you
never readn the scriptures . 0. This phrased is used by our Lord five tiniescripture
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