Parable of the Ten Virgins
Matthew 25:1-13
Pastor John E. Dubler

S

Be alert and watchful for the return of the Lord
Prepare for the possibility of a long delay in the return of the bridegroom

Like the Parable from the Fig Tree, this parable instructs us to be watchful and on the alert for
J e s us 06 Howewer unlike the Fig Tree, the Parable of the Ten Virgins teaches us to be
prepared for the possibility of a long delay in the return obtigeegroom. Both parables tell us
that we will notknow in advance the day nor the hofiHis return.

Although this parable occurs only in Matthetete are three parables in which Jesus exhorts us
to be ready and watchful for His return:

1. Parabé from the Fig Tree: Matthew 24:32
2. Parable of the Ten Virgins: Matthew 2513
3. Parable of the Alert Slaves: Luke 12:88and Matthew 24: 451.

The Parable of Ten Virgins Matthew 25:1-13

1 Then the kingdom of heaven will be comparable to ten virgins, who took
their lamps and went out to meet the bridegroom. 2 Five of them were foolish,
and five were prudent. 3 For when the foolisbk their lamps, they took no

oil with them, 4 but the prudent took oil in
flasks along with their lamps. 5 Now while

the bridegroom was delaying, they all got
drowsy and began to sleep. 6 But at midnight

there was a shout, ABehol d,

Come out to meet him. o 7 The!
virgins rose and trimmed their lamps. 8 The

foolish said to the prudent,
your oil, for our | amps are

the prudent answered, fANo, t

enough for us and you too; go ireteto the

dealers and buy some for you
And while they were going away to make the

purchase, the bridegroom came, and those

who were ready went in with him to the
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as it appears ihis article, wedding feast; and the door was shut. 11 Later the

AiThe-TEme Rev othervirginsalsocame,sayg, fALord, | ord, op

endtimepilgrim.org up for us. o 12 But he answer ec



y ou, | do not know you. O 13 Be on the al e
nor the hout.

The fundamental message of the parable

Once again Jesus is teaching usd@lert and ready for we do not know

the day ofHis return. But something new is added in this parable that does

not appear elsewherd\ critical part of being ready is to be prepared for

the possibility of a |l ong delay in Je

Starting with the conclusion
In concluding the parable (verse 13) JesustellBige on t he al ert
you do not know tifwefocdsanythe sonalusidfilste hour .
having those words firmly fixed in our mindsill help avoid problems

N with unwindingthe parable later on. The parable is indeed a rich and
complex one. Add to thalhé eschatologicahemeof the return of the bridegrogrand we may
be easily distractedith interpretations that are not the main point.

What is the main point of the paable?
Anticipating a delay

A simplified, but not simplistic view is this.osme ar e prepared for the Lo
are not But the parable really turns on the fact that thoseavb@nticipatinghe return of the

bridegroom, the ten virgins, are enduring@iag delayin his coming. The parable does not

reveal any reason for the delay in his return, only sajitrgow whi |l e the bridegr
delaying . .0 It is on this key poiré the delayoft e br i d e gr ®@ thandvery c o mi n g
important distinction is revealed to exist betwé#sntwo groups of virginsFive had anticipated

a delay andvere carryingextra oilalongwith them in flasks But five of their companions

assumed the bridegroom wouldmewhen they expected hiim comeand were not ready for a

delay. They had only the oil in the lamp itself, and had no extra in a separate flask.

A closer look
The Bridegroom

The bridegroom is Jesus. This is an eschatological parable. It isHibaaturn. Fortunately,

only a few teachers think otherwise. But to be thorough on the point, anyone in doubt may take
note of the fact thatohn the Baptist refers to Jesus as the bridegrantheven the Lord

Himself makes personal reference to Hatss as bridegroom

He who has the bride is the bridegroom; but the friend of the bridegroom, who

stands and hears him, rejoices greatly bec
this joy of mine has been made full. He must increase, but | must decrease.

Jaohn 3:2930.

! Unless otherwise noted, all scripture reference are to the New American Standard Bible, Updated version,
published by the Lockman Foundation.



And Jesus said to them, AThe attendants of
long as the bridegroom is with them, can they? But the days will come when

the bridegroom is taken away from them, ar
9:15.

The meanhg of oll

Much has been made of what the oil me&dsme say that the oil is indicative of good works.
We cannot enter into the wedding feast without good works to go with our faith. 1 would find
tremendous problems with this view as the five foolisgins are refused entry, even when they
return with the oil of good worksind have the terror of hearing the
bridegroom say, ATruly | say to yc
- this view is untenable[Photo: Oil lamp and flask set as advertised on

’ biblelandshp.net ]

y T Others assert that the oil represents the Holy Sgifier all, oil is
w rather consistently presented in scripture as an emblem for the Holy
Spirit. There are fewer problems with this view, although it seems

logical thatanyone withthe oil of the Pirit to any degree or in any quantity is therefore, by
definition, saved An unsaved person cannot receive tharl at all.

| will ask the Father, and He will give you another Helper, that He may be with
you forever; that is the Syiti of truth, whom the world cannot receiveecause

it does not see Him or know Him, but you know Him because He abides with
you and will be in you. John 144

Remember also that Atheir | amps were dinoi ng ou
the KJV). A flickering lamp is lamentable, but it is still a lamp alight and may be salvaged with

more oil. And yetwhenthe five unwise virgins return after going to the dealer and acquiring

more oiltheyare refused entry. Again, they hearthedre gr oom s ay, ATruly |
not know you. 0 I f Jesus t hheatpBson chengttbp om does
definition, be saved.

Therefore the oil equals Holy Spirit equation presents a true Gordian Knot. One cannot be saved
andhea t he Lord say, fil do not know you, 0 and o
without being saved. Here is a dilemma indeed.

Lack of oil as a lack of preparation

A better solution can be derived if we remember to sidintthe conclusio@ this is aparable
about preparation, especially in anticipating a long deV&lg can let the bbe a sign of that
preparation and do no damage to either the parable, nor to other scripture.

Therefore the lack of oil on the part of the foolish is not lack of goards or the Hly Spirit

but a lack of preparation for a delalgeeping in mind that the entire parabiaeges on the delay
of the bridegroomwe find a simple statement illustrated in the lack of @itefoolish did not
anticipate the eventuality of @ly on the part of the bridegroom bl wise did.
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The 10 virgins

Not unlike the problem of oil and what it represents, there are various views of the ten virgins
themselves.

In one view, the ten virgins are a class representing the
Bride of Christ herselfrather than bridesmaids.

However, given what we know of wedding traditions of
the day, it would not bikely for the Lord to speak of a
man marryingenvirgins. The gentiles of His day
certainly pacticed polygamy but not Jews
rebuke of the Pharisees in regard to marriage was not
aimed at polygamy but of their practicesgfrial

marri age. The Pharisees
di vorce his wife for any |
JesusO r espons eendegflomthe wh &
beginning: One man; one woman. All of this to say that
it is certainly unwieldy to assume the ten virgins
represent the Bride of Christ. Besides, then we have a
divided bride class when five are refused entry into the
wedding feast.

| awf ul
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In asecond view, the ten virgins are all Christians. The five wise virgins are the Bride of Christ

but the five foolish virgins are, while still believers, are not admitted to the wedding feast and
endure the great tribulation period on earth. This viewddlce same dilemma as the foolish
virgins having some but not enough oil . How
do not knowy o u 0 ?

But again, if we focus on the message of the parable, the interpretation of who these virgins
represehbecomes more tightly focusedet us assume that all ten virgins are attendants of the
bride or brideés maids, waiting for the bride
woul d be consistent with wh aTherevissa processiontoaf we dd
home of the bride after dark.he bridegroom and his companions cdorebridewho is with

her companionwaiting in the house Once the procession arrives at the lisd®use, she and

her companions leave with the bridegroandjoin those in the processida the wedding feast.

But in the parable a wrinkle is presented: The bridegroom delays his coAsrigey wait a
difference in the readiness of the ten virgins is exposed. Before we look at that difference it is
goodto observe the similarities: They all have lamps and at least some oil. They all expect to
meet the bridegroom when he comes and all are waiting for him. They all get drowsy and begin
to sleep, and they are all awakened by the midnight cry. So faathegual.

What the ten virgins do not have in common is extra oil. The wise virgins, anticipating the
possibility of a delay, have brought extra oil with them in flasks. Thus in taking the view of



virgins as bridesmaids, five properly prepared and five not prepared the parable refocuses on
preparation for the Lordés return and not who

The wise are unable to help the foolish

The foresight of prepationby the wisevirgins, (that is those who properly prepared for the

coming of the Lordl is not transferrableo others. Their preparednessnot be sharedlhose
expecting the Lordés return wer e eiitdheegrr opornedpsa
arrival, the foolish finally saw the need of being properly prepared, but it was too late. By the

time they returned with extra oil, the door had already been shut.

Good intentions are not enough

Certainly there is a stark message in thigplgrfor our times. One @&ther prepared for the

return of the Lord, including anticipating the possibilitydelayor he is nat If one is not

prepared, let him prepare. If he is prepared, let him keep alert and watchful. There is no excuse
for notbeing ready. Our good intentions are not enough. Knowing that the Lord will return is

not enough. Good intentions must be converted into good preparations.

The wedding feast proceds without the foolish virgins

Keepng in mind that the parable is about preparation and readihessasy to see that those

who are not ready and prepared will be left behind. When the Lord returns we will find people
who started out waiting for His coming, but in the end were unprepé&vedotice a similar

themein Matthew 7:21-23, AiNot everyone who says to Mé&,ord, Lorddwill enter the kingdom

of heaven, but he who does the will of My Father whim heaven will enterMany will say to

Me on that dayd_ord, Lord, did we not prophesy in Your name, and in Your nameociast
demons, and in Yior name perform many miraclésAnd then | will declare to thend never

knew you;depart from me, you who practice lawlessri@ss

Notice that there is a point at whidietast minute scurry to prepare is simply too late. This can

be seenin the parableirigss e nt ence, @AAnd while they were goi
the bridegroom came, and those who were ready wentlinhivn to the wedding feast; and the

door was shut. o

The consequences of not being ready are i mmen
not know you, 0 wh e Mhetpdrablyg is toldtmadert asrtadthe kerdtc be .

ready, watchful ath prepared. No one knows when the Lord Jesus will return. We can expect
anything from immediacy to lengthy delays. Being spiritually

ready is the key. And as the Lord Himself concludes:

Be on the alert then, for you do not know the day nor the hour.



