Parable of the Good Samaritan
Pastor John E. Dubler

The parable, found only in the Gospel of Luke
characters and its message have worked their way deep into the American collective conscience.
The phrase "Good Samaritan™ is used to describe any persogogk out of his way to help
another. We have Good Samaritan laws to protect those who try to do well and may cause
unintended injury through no fault
of their own. We even have a RV
motor clubSaml | ed iG
Club, o0 the | argest r
vehicle d¢ub in the United States.
oy This club is founded on the

, principles of Jesusbd
j Sl & S band together as club members to

’ e help others who are in need,
especially on the highway. The

<

p é '
N P parable stands as a monumental

piece of instruction on what it
means tdove our neighbor.

The Good Samaritaby Jenifer Swindle ©2006 H_ere then is the parable, Complete
with the question of a lawyer,
which gives us the contextbfh e par abl e told in Jesus6 reply:

Luke 10:25-37

25 And a lawyer stood up and put Himthe test, saying, "Teacher, what shall | do to inherit
eternal life?" 26 And He said to him, "What is written in the Law? How does it read to you?" 27
And he answered, "YOU SHALL LOVE THE LORD YOUR GOD WITH ALL YOUR

HEART, AND WITH ALL YOUR SOUL, AND WITHALL YOUR STRENGTH, AND WITH

ALL YOUR MIND; AND YOUR NEIGHBOR AS YOURSELF." 28 And He said to him, "You
have answered correctly; DO THIS AND YOU WILL LIVE." 29 But wishing to justify himself,
he said to Jesus, "And who is my neighbor?"

Jesus replied arghid, "A man was going down from Jerusalem to Jericho, and fell among

robbers, and they stripped him and beat him, and went away leaving him half dead. 31 "And by
chance a priest was going down on that road, and when he saw him, he passed by on the other
side. 32 "Likewise a Levite also, when he came to the place and saw him, passed by on the other
side. 33 "But a Samaritan, who was on a journey, came upon him; and when he saw him, he felt
compassion, 34 and came to him and bandaged up his woundsgmuand wine on them;

and he put him on his own beast, and brought him to an inn and took care of him. 35 "On the
next day he took out two denarii and gave them to the innkeeper and said, 'Take care of him; and
whatever more you spend, when | retumill repay you." 36 "Which of these three do you think



proved to be a neighbor to the man who fell into the robbers' hands?" 37 And he said, "The one
who showed mercy toward him." Then Jesud saihim, "Go and do the samk."

Overallegorization

It is doubtful that any other of Jesusd parahb
overallegorization as we find with the Good Samaritan. Espeanadigily church history do we
find a grand attempt to load absolutely every figure in the parable with spiritual significance. As
Pastor Vincent Cheung notes in his excellent article on paralesg ust i neds vi ew i s
the epitome As Augustinesawit, the man is Adamlerusalem is thieeavenly cityJericho is
the moon{and the moon itselepresenting
mortality). Thus, the pursuit of holiness on the
part of the man as he journeys is derailed by the
robbers $atan and thdemon$, who strip the
man of his clothes (his immortality), beating
him senseless (causing him to sin). phiest
and the levite are the priesthood, representing
the eligious system of the Old Testameiithe
SamaritanisJesys who binds up the
wounds (restrains his guiness) pouring oil and
wine on them (encouragement and hope.) The
Samaritands b éeamationr epr esen
The innis the church The next day speaks of
Tiffany stainedglass window of St. Augustine, inthe  the resurrectionf Christ, while the intkkeeper
Lightner Museum, St. Augustine, Florida. (Detail) represents the apostle Paiihe two silver
coins are the twoommandments of lovgod and neighbor), and finalliieé promise to pay
moreif it is neededs the promise of the lifto come

The point is this: all the overallegorization is unnecessahe story stands, and indeed is more
clear without trying tanake every object in the story mean somethifge one who would
understand this parable must identify the main pahthe teachingvhile lettingthe contexof

the parable set the bounar

No additional allegory is needed in such a parable anyway. Its meaning is deep enough and
demanding enough without all the rest. Indeed, overallegorization serves only to cloud the issue
and carry with it the portent of straining at gnats whilellomang camels.

Context

The question ofontext isall-importantin this teaching.Jesus is answerirtg/o questiongosed
to him by a religious lawyer (an expert on matters of Jewish law and custom.) The first question
isAhWhat must It ed o atl ol iiTHese&and tueséoidBWh.o i s my

1 All scripture references are to thewdmerican Standard Updated version, published by the Lockman
Foundation.
2 http://www.rmiweb.org/books/parables2003.pdf?pagenamegdingblesof-jesuspdf&pages
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