Parable of the Alert Slave
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fiBe dressed in readiness and keep your lampslit.0 Luke 12:35

Here is one ofhreeparables which address the necessity of being watchful and alert for the
Lor do6 s The@arable of Ten Virgins, The Parable of the Fig Tree and this one, The Alert
Slaves. The fundamental lesson of the parable is this:careot know the exact time the Lord
will return. Secondarily we learn thatenmust be ready and engaged in seywihile we wait.

And finally, a tertiary, but very important lesson from the parable is tmg:lemader who

misuses his trust as a leader and takes advantage of the flock of our Great Shepherd will be
severely dealt with.

Of Servants and Thieves

Two images are employed in this parable: servants and thieves. The role of servant is used to
portray one who is faithfully waiting for his
parable also employs a second image, that of a thief. No caringhwdisr would allow his

house to be broken into if he had known when the thief was coming. In both cases the
commendable actions on the part of those involved are watchfulness and service.

Watchful and good hearted servants vs. abusive servants

Amongthe servant figures employed in this parable we find the one who is watchful, operating
with a good heart and clear motives. A second kind of servant is also presented, one who has
concluded that the return of his master will be delayed. This senamiss/e anghossessed of
evil motives.

Luke 12:35-48

Be dressed in readinessd keep your lamps lit. 3 like men who are
waiting for their master when he returns from the wedding feast, so that they
may immediately open the door to himmen he coras and knocks. 37

Blessed are those slaves whom the master will find on the alert when he
comes; truly | say to you, that he will gird himself to serve, and have them
recline at the table, and widbme up and wait on them. ¥8hether he comes



in the seond watch, or even in the third, and finds them so, blessed are those
slaves.

39 But be sure of this, that if the head of the house had known at what hour the
thief was coming, he would not have allowedtmgise to be broken into. 40

You too, be readyfpr the Son of Man is coming at an hour that you do not
expect."

41 Pet éard, seayouwaddrelsing this parable ) ar to everyone else
as well ?20 42 ANhdthen is the faitbful ahd sersible stewdrd,
whom his master will put inharge of his servants, to give them thatians at

the proper time? 4Blessed is that slave whom his masteds$irso doing

when he comes. 4Pruly | say to you that he will put him in clgger of all his
possessions. 4But if that slave says in his e a Myt masted will be a long

time in @ mi nagd,bégins to beat the slaves, both men and women, and to
eat and drink and get drunk; 46 the master of that slave will come on a day
when he does not expect him and at an hour he does not know, anat will ¢
him in pieces, and assign him a plagéhwhe unbelievers. 4&nd that slave

who knew his master's will and did not get ready or act in accord with his will,
will receive many lashes, 48 but the one who did not know it, and committed
deeds worthy o& flogging, will receive but few. From everyone who has been
given much, much will be required; and to whom they entrusted much, of him
they will ask all the moré.

Be dressed in readiness with your lamp lit

The Parable of the Alert Slaves
dressed in readiness and keep Vyo
in readiness (v.35) meant that the servant had secur&xbbes

outer robe under his belt in preparation for whatever might

co me . The King James Version ref
up the |l oins. o Such preparation
for either works of service, fighting or fleeing. The idea is

conveyed metaphoricalip reference t@reparing the mind

Forexample,i n 1 Peter when the apost| e
up the | oi ns ?hefsrefeming to mentahaduity. . . 0
and preparation of mental attitude.

Having lamps lit is familiar to us from the Parable of the Ten
Photo by Gavin Finley, MD as it Virgins. Thosewithlampfgoi ng out 0 aré@ not r
appearsim i s ar ti el return. Therefore those ready for the return of the Lord will be like

Ti me Reviva . . .
endtimepilgrim.org slaves ready for action with lamps alight.

L All scripture references are to the New American Standard Updated Version unless otherwise noted.
21 Peter 1:13 New King James Version



Jesus uses the emphatic At r ubngdgivesthe eegdertao you, 0
sense ofhe importance of what follows . . . namely a role reversal. The master, having found
the servants on thdeat for his return, now girdsimself to serve.

Jesus the servant

| have meditated some moments on what this particular part of the parghtenrmeian. How

can it be that Jesus will return and serve 1138 the same reaction Peter had during the Last
Supper . iNever shall You3®Bash my
Jesus answered, Al f | do not wash
That cetainly settled the issue for Peter as he then asked the Lord to
wash not only his feet but also his haadd his head.

We should not be surprised that when Jesus comes back, He will gird
Himself and servélis faithful servants who have been waiting for

Him even in the last two of the three night watches. Those watchful

and alert slaves will indeed be blessed. After all, Jesus has already

todus as motivation to serve each ot
did not come to be served, but to serve, argiwe His life a ransom

for rmany. 0

The thief at midnight

The parable now changes images from servants to thieves. The fact that we do not know the
time of Jesusd return is now emphasized by ou
knew a hief was coming we would not allow our house to be broken into. The Son of Man is

not like a thief, but the hour of His arrival will be at a time we do not expect, just like a thief, for

as we ar 8onobfdMands,confing d&t an hour that you do exygecto

Il n Jesusd6 Olivet Discourse (Matthew 24) the s
seriously about the fact that the exact time of Ja®igrn will remain a mystery until it happens.
Jesus is not comparingimself to a thief, butte time of His return will be very unexpected, just

|l i ke a thiefds actions inAiboerakhhg reason, bou
us, Ayou also must be ready; for the Son of M
wi Pl . o

Continual readiness, preparation, and alertness are the answer to being ready for a thief. The
same attitudes are required for being ready fot h e L o We éas gpeceHinuto raturn at
any timed especially if wedo not expect He will.

Peter asksfor clarification

3 John 13:89
4 Mark 10:45
5 Matthew 24:44



The apostle Peter, dean of the apostles and their spokesman (except in very sensitive situations
when Peter would ask John to approach Jesus), asks the Lord if the parable has universal
applicabi | iYowaddressingithisopaoled to sgr er t o everyone el se
addressed to everyone in general, then it has no special applicability to the apostles, except that
they must also be prepared and ready for an i
specifcally at the apostles, then the level of responsibility becomes more focused.

JesusoO r espons esffarlptypieat tHer 6 s q u
asks a question in return. The answer does not focus 100
percent of the responsibility for being alert and watchful

on the apostles. However, in what follows, Jesus makes

it clear that leaders in the church have special

responsibilities during the time before He returns.

The necessity to be alert and watchful is for us all. This
fact can be verified by other parablewd direct

statements of our Lord where no question of limited
responsibility is to be considered. Therefore no one is
absolved of the responsibility of being watchful, alert and
prepared for His return.

However, Jesusd respomuse to P
that | eaders over Jesuso6 fl ocl
be careful in their conduct. No leader can carelessly
ravage the flock and abuse the sheep of Hisl athout

expecting severe repercussions from the Lord at His return.

Leadersarecaatined el sewhere in scripture abdovwt @Hl or

passagem particular
Acts 20:2931

| know that after my departure savage wolves will come in among you, not
sparing the flock; and from among your own selves men wilkagpeaking
perverse things, to draw away the disciples after them. Therefore be on the
alert, remembering that night and day for a period of three years | did not cease
to admonish each one with tears.

1 Peter 5:14

Therefore, | exhort the elders angpyou, as your fellow elder and witness of
the sufferings of Christ, and a partaker also of the glory that is to be revealed,
shepherd the flock of God among you, exercising oversight not under
compulsion, but voluntarily, according to the will of God; anad for sordid

gain, but with eagerness; nor yet as lording it over those allotted to your



