Parable of the Unrighteous Manager
Pastor John E. Dubler
Luke 16:1-9

Use earthly wealth to make friends for the Kingdom of Glidvorldly people know how to use
wealth to benefit themselves, should not believers know how to use earthly riches tothenefit
Kingdom of God?

Is Jesus praising dishonesty in the Parable of the

Unrighteous Manager? Here is a parable that causes many

people to shake their heads, and many Bible students have

bloodied their noselsumping headlong into the difficulties of

this passage, seeking to understand how it may be possible that
Jesugpraisegdishonesty.No doubt because of the difficulties in
interpretation, this parable is seldom taught in the church,
especially in ChildrendsouChurch
figures.

Though this parable is unique in many ways, the theme is not unigue to the teachings of Jesus.
Material possessions and the love of moneyavsaght into focus, but in a way we might not

expect. Here we hear Jesus telling us to use our material possdssiadvantage in the

Kingdom of Go@ to make friends for the Kingdom while it is possible to do so. There will

come a time when the money will fail, but until then we are to make good use of it. The parables
of The Talents, The Rich Fo@ndThe RichMan and Lazarus also focus on the issue of money.

But the Lord is not praising dishonesty. Ratlhg,is instructing us to make good use of our
material resources now, while it is still day, giving to those in need and passing on an inheritance
to our gandchildrerand helping others when they are faced with the exigencies.oBlifeso

doing we are making friends for the gospel and opening doors that may otherwise be closed.
Certainly any door opened through the judicious and wise use of our mptessalsions will

mean more people saved and more of those who have been influencedilbpes heaven,

part of thafgreat cloud of witnesses who will welcome us into the eternal dwelling places.

The connection of this parable to the wise use of mapseserved in the context of the
passage as well, as verses immediately followingld)ell us that we cannot serve God and
money simultaneously and criticoze the Pharis

14 Now the Pharisees, who were lovers of moneyeuistening to all these
things and were scoffing at Him. 15 And He said to them, "You are those
who justify yourselves in the sight of men, but God knows your hearts; for
that which is highly esteemed among men is detestable in the sight of God.
Luke 16:1415."

! Unless otherwise noted, all scripture references are to the New American Standard Updated Version published by
the Lockman Foundation.



The Text of Luke 16: 19

Now He was also saying to the disciples, "There was a rich man who had a
manager, and this manager was reported to him as squandering his
possessions. 2 "And he called him and said to him, 'What is this | hear
about yo@ Give an accounting of your management, for you can no longer
be manager." 3 "The manager said to himself, ‘What shall | do, since my
master is taking the management away from me? | am not strong enough to
dig; | am ashamed to beg. 4'l know what | stall so that when | am

removed from the management people will welcome me into their homes.'
5 "And he summoned each one of his master's debtors, and he began saying
to the first, 'How much do you owe my master?' 6 "And he said, 'A hundred
measures of bl And he said to him, 'Take your bill, and sit down quickly

and write fifty." 7 "Then he

said to another, 'And how

much do you owe?' And he

said, 'A hundred measures of
wheat.' He said to him, 'Take

your bill, and write eighty." 8

"And his master praed the
unrighteous manager because

he had acted shrewdly; for the
sons of this age are more

shrewd in relation to their own

kind than the sons of light. 9

"And | say to you, make

friends for yourselves by

means of the wealth of
unrighteousness, so that erh

it fails, they will receive you

into the eternal dwellings.

Elements of the parable.

The dishonest manager.Here is a shrewend dishonesnan The Greek in this instance
(shrewd) ifreniméog, @aral sagriesghe €onnotation of beprgdent rather than
dishonest But the manager ialso dishonest. He has also gotten caught at being dishonest. His
dishonesty has been reported by someone to his master and as a result, his deageasraan
numbered.

Now in a further, brazen finalljs dishonestys aimed at feathering his own nest. He has no

access to unemployment insurance, and since he knows he is about to be fired for squandering
his masterds wealth, he is taking a bold but
heis terminated from his position.



The rich man. Like many other rich men, he has put confidence in an unprincipled man. Far

better for those who hire others to ask questions about character before discussing performance
andrésuméachievementsi Thea® a ri ch man who had a manager
soon becomes obvious that he had a dishonest and unprincipled manager, howeverl$teewd.
manager fihado hi m.

When is the Lord Jesusspeaking and when is it the master in His story?

When is the Lord Jesus speaking directly in t

speaking?The fmast e inversm&inAnido nheids master praised th
).is not the Lord Jesus but theh man who hired thdishorest manager. However, the

speaker in verse 9 is not the master of the dishonest steward but tleswsdHimselfi An d |

say to you, make friends for yourse)blves by me

The distinction is important as muchtbg interpretation of the parable hinges on the identity of
Aithe mastero in verse 8 and the speaker in ve
parable and in the second case it is our Lord Jesus Chhstigh the wore + } Kiaf) is(

usedin verse 8 (a common reference for our Lord in LYk is not unusual foa + } ® eefr

to an earthly master as wéll.

| f one were to conclude that the fAmastero of
being praised by the Lord Jesndeed becomes a thorny problem for interpretation. However,

such is not the case. The fAimastero i s simply
himself.

The dishonest manager is fired.

Thedishonest man must go. He does not have the character
and principle necessary to makenta good manager. He
cannot be trusted. He has been a wastrel. He has squandered

his masterods wealth. Hedkasahas. 71 a n for gr
character lesson apart from theimpoint about using money
wisely. 4

Character is critical.

We should alwaybe concerned about our character. The deeds you do which the world sees
give us your reputation. The deeds which you do that only God sees declare your character.
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A man | know was recently interviewed for a very important position as a manager over a
substantial portion of a Fortune 500 company. The owner of the company was one of those to
interview the prospective employeélere aresome ofthe questions the owner asked:

What do you like?

What do you hate?

Why are you on the eartlgdur purpose in life)?

What's the worst thing that ever happened to you?

Have you ever witnessed anyone lose their integiWifrat happened and what did you
do?

I > > > >

These are questions relating to character and not to specific skill sets and abilities. Why did h
ask these questions? | believe he asked these questions because he had witnessed the
consequences of failure in these areas in the past.

The rich man in this parable was not dealing with a man of good character. Quite the reverse.
His own, trusted empyee was robbing himblindT he empl oyeeds reputatio
job. Character has consequences.

A sin and its consequences.

Before the rich man can actually get rid of this individual, the schemer has concocted a plan for
makingsurehd oesndét have to f al IHebasa&fairlysoft deskgobdnd manu
now, with his true colors known, faces some hard choices.

AWhat shallIda) h e s ay s sinceomy mastarsisgdkihg,the fnanagement away from
me? | am not strongnough to dig; | am ashamed to lieg.

Perhaps he is too old to return to manual labor or simply has not the constitution for it. Either
way, the idea of finding other, honest work does not gain ascendency with him.

He briefly considers another idea andwiisses it out of hand. He could be a beggar. No, that
would never do. He is too proud.

Then a pl anlkmhow whatd shallld@ godhat whefi | am removed from the
management peoplewil wel come me into their homes. 0

His plan is simple and efttive. Taking advantage of the trusting nature of those who have done
business with his master, and tHatk of character in being willingp accept unearnexhd
guestionabl@iscounts, he immediately cuts himself a deal. Those with debts are eggeato

discount, and do not inquire carefully into the nature of the break they are gétthg.t d o wn
quicklyo6 he tell s them. ‘But there iono &eg luncm Goor snbugho ni n g |
they will discover that the largess of the manager conithsanprice. In this case, they will have

to take care dtheir benefactof or an unspeci fied period of ti me
cost to them, and they dondét even know it.

The manager i & Heisdctuatlypbliating peeptetdedp him later on when the
rich man finally severs his employment.



Why does the master praise the unrighteous manager?

He is not praised because he is dishonest. Let us be very clear that the text does not say that he is
praised for dishonesty. Hepsaised for shrewdness. The rich man recognizes a dlitealer
whenhe sees orge and may have acquired his own wealth by some fairly shrewd dealings.

The rich man expresses admiration for his erstwhile manager because he is foresighted enough to
make provision for himself against a time when he knows he will face unemployment. No doubt
the master wishes his old manager had been so prudent and ca@refuswwn accounts.

Jesus makedHis point through a shrewd but unrighteous man.

Here is a well recognizable fact: Some unbelievers are far more savvy than believers when it

comes to using money. Realliythink this comes as no surprise to those whserve gullible

and | ax beli ever s as Inbne eaye afvatiever,avgnéng to hetpeaman mo n e
he had recentlymgt ent him his own credit card! Of cou
that he had been fleeced. Others entrust, @asl other easily convertible resourdes,

alcoholicswho transform the largess inaoldictive substances. How naive.

How shrewd are you?

‘ Do you use money to good advantage inKhnegdomof God? Are you

| as shrewd as the unrighteous manager? In verse 9 Jeshbstéitener

to Aimake friends for yourself by mea
The fAwealth of unrighteousnesso i s m
taken not to overgsritualize what ibeing talked about here. Thegek

word in thiscaseis Ue ¥ 3 ¥ ( nmkheNew King.James Version

preserveshe transliteratioi ma mmon, 0 but t he NASB r €
of unrighteousness, 0 causimongy, conf usi

possessions, the stuff of this world.

Make friends withmoney? The short and si mple answer i s fAy:
God gives you to help others along the way. Do not hoard or squander it. Be like the shrewd
manager who recognizes thhe judicious use of money can spare one of potential difficulties

which may lie in the pathhead. Carefully using money to make friends for the Kingdom of

God means that helping someone in need opens a door that would otherwise be shut.

We are obligatd by Scripture to give to the poor and widows. That is a given. But using our
abundance to help others, whether or not they are in need, even if only to ask them over for a
meal, may open a door for the gospel.

The unrighteous but shrewd manager finlarned how wealth might be given away to do
some good. Even though he was giving wealth that was not his own and the good done was for
himself alonehe did learn how to use wealth for (self) beneficial purposes.

Likewise we should be good at usingalta to do good. What better time than noi?a
previous parable (The Rich Fool) we saw a rich man concluding that he needed to tear down his
barns and build larger ones to store up his-Gwdn wealth. God called him a fool.



ASo that when [the moneyfFails . . .0 the Lord continues Money will eventually fail. When it
does we will no longer have the option of making friends for the Kingdom with money. At this
poi nt t he .p.asatatwhen it &iks they wift welcome you into the eternal

dwel l ings. o

The parable cannot be referring to God as welcoming us into eternal dwellings as we cannot use
money to open a door of friendship with Him. It cannot be referring to the ang#is feame

reason. The reference here is to the ones who have come to the Lord by means of this wealth
which was used to open doors for the kingdom. Owitivelid not get them into theilkgdom,

it merely opened a door for presenting the gospel. Jesosies their savior and, if we are pre
deceased by these we have hefpegtll, it is my assertion that they will be there in heaven to
welcome us as we arrive.

A discussion of trustworthiness, honesty and dishonesty

Verses 1013 which follow, though not padf the parable, give further insight into the matters at
hand. Trustworthiness is contrasted with dishonesty. Jesus concludes with tkreowell
di dacticism: AYou cannot serve God and wealth

A conclusion from the Scriptures.

Here then from the $iptures themselves is the most
fitting conclusion to Jesusb®o
Unrighteous Manager:

fiHe who is faithful in a very little thing is
faithful also in much; and he who is
unrighteous in a very little thing is unrighteous
also in meh. Therefore iffou have not been
faithful in the use of unrighteous wealth, who
will entrust the true riches to you? And if you
have not been faithful in the use of that which
is another's, who will give you that which is
your own? No servant can seriwo masters;
for either he will hate the one and love the
other, or else he will be devoted to one and
despise the other.ou cannot serve God and
we al tuke.1&1013.



