Parable of the Rich Man and Lazarus
Luke 16: 19-31
Pastor John E. Dubler

Central message: Remember the poor
Other interesting teachingasident in this parahle
a. When believers die, angels escort them to heaven
b. Hell is a real place abrment
c. Unbelievers cannot be convinced even by proofs of the resurrection of Jesus

Concern for the needs of the poor is the central
message of the parable, but woven into this
teaching are three other very interesting lessons:
First, when believerdie, they are escorted by
angels to heaven. This gives great hope to all
who are close to crossing Jordan and to their
families. Second, hell is very real and it is;hot
certainly a place of great tormenthird,
unbelievers who reject the Word of Gadd so

even though Jesus rose from the dead with many
convincing proofs.Nothing will persuade them
once they have OslythkedolyeSpirit Gao pedfam tieddehdnging work of
changing hearts.

Here i s the parabl espd,v6ut®d only in Lukeds g

AiNow there was a rich man, and he habitually
splendor every day. 20 And a poor man named Lazarus was laid at his gate, covered with sores,
21 and longing to be fed with the crumbs @rhwere falling from the rich man's table; besides,

even the dogs were coming and licking his sores. 22 Now the poor man died and was carried
away by the angels to Abraham's bosom; and the rich man also died and was buried. 23 In

Hades he lifted up hisyes, being in torment, and saw Abraham far away and Lazarus in his

bosom. 24 And he cried out and said, OFather
that he may dip the tip of his finger in water and cool off my tongue, for | am in agony in this
fl ame. 6 25 But Abraham said, O6Child, remembe

things, and likewise Lazarus bad things; but now he is being comforted here, and you are in

agony. 26 And besides all this, between us and you there is a gasat ftked, so that those

who wish to come over from here to you will not be able, and that none may cross over from
there to us. o 27 And he said, 6Then 16 beg vyo
28 for | have five brotherd in order ttat he may warn them, so that they will not also come to

this place of torment. 0 29 But Abraham said,
t hem. ' 30 But he said, O6No, father Abr aham,
will repentd 31 But he said to him, o6If they do not
not be persuaded even i f someone rises from t

The rich man and Lazarus while on earth.



There are two men in the story: one rich one poor. The rich man
isindeedvery rich He dresses in purple and fine linéme color

and fabric dwealth and royalty. The soldiers on the day of
Jesusd cr ucHiha x i a,0pukngepkrelarobe
onHim (John 19:4f). The rich manis living in luxurious

splerdor each day and could well afford to give at the very least
some of his great wealth to the podihe rich manthough he

does not know it,d very near death.

The poor man, given the name Lazarus in the story, stands in
contrast to the rich marte is very poor indeed. He is a beggar.
He is also sick;@ sick that he can no longer beg. He is carried to
the rich manos ¢feehdeswho aredbegdansu b t
themselves. They lay him there hoping that the rich man will
notice him on his wg going to and fro in his beautiful purple

by some

robes. The poor man is debilitatedthathe is unable even to fend dffe dogswvhich are
coming, licking his sores. The listeners would understand the nature of this final insuhelealt

poor manin this life. Lazarus is very near death and knows it.

A vivid contrast on earthd and later in eternity.

The statesof these two mepon this earth could not be more different. What a contrast of wealth

and poverty. And their states in the next life also preadiuge contrasts well, as we shall

shortly see A sobering and as yet unseen fate awaits the rich man. He is oblivious to how his

choices on this earth will affect his future happiness and seaugtgrnity

The rich man with no name. The poa man is
named, while the rich man is not. This has little
on the
was named Lazarug€lohn 11)ut the brother of

Mary and Marthaand the one Jesus raised from the
deadwas a man of some means and not a
merdicant, laid sick and suffering at the gate of a
rich man. Some suggest that Jesusduae other
particular poor man in mind whete used the name
Lazarus. We shall not know the answer to that
guestion this side of glonyLazarus was, after all, a
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Tradition has assigned a name to the rich man, just
as names were subsequently given to the wise men
who caméo Bethlehenat the time Jesus was born
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