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Parable of the Rich Man and Lazarus 

Luke 16: 19-31 

Pastor John E. Dubler 

 

Central message:  Remember the poor 

Other interesting teachings resident in this parable:   

 a.  When believers die, angels escort them to heaven 

 b.  Hell is a real place of torment 

 c.  Unbelievers cannot be convinced even by proofs of the resurrection of Jesus 

 

Concern for the needs of the poor is the central 

message of the parable, but woven into this 

teaching are three other very interesting lessons:  

First, when believers die, they are escorted by 

angels to heaven.  This gives great hope to all 

who are close to crossing Jordan and to their 

families.  Second, hell is very real and it is hot; 

certainly a place of great torment.  Third, 

unbelievers who reject the Word of God do so 

even though Jesus rose from the dead with many 

convincing proofs.  Nothing will persuade them 

once they have rejected Godôs word.  Only the Holy Spirit can perform the life-changing work of 

changing hearts. 

 

Here is the parable found only in Lukeôs gospel, 16:19-31  

 

ñNow there was a rich man, and he habitually dressed in purple and fine linen, joyously living in 

splendor every day.  20 And a poor man named Lazarus was laid at his gate, covered with sores,  

21 and longing to be fed with the crumbs which were falling from the rich man's table; besides, 

even the dogs were coming and licking his sores.  22 Now the poor man died and was carried 

away by the angels to Abraham's bosom; and the rich man also died and was buried.  23 In 

Hades he lifted up his eyes, being in torment, and saw Abraham far away and Lazarus in his 

bosom.  24 And he cried out and said, óFather Abraham, have mercy on me, and send Lazarus so 

that he may dip the tip of his finger in water and cool off my tongue, for I am in agony in this 

flame.ô  25 But Abraham said, óChild, remember that during your life you received your good 

things, and likewise Lazarus bad things; but now he is being comforted here, and you are in 

agony.  26 And besides all this, between us and you there is a great chasm fixed, so that those 

who wish to come over from here to you will not be able, and that none may cross over from 

there to us.ô  27 And he said, óThen I beg you, father, that you send him to my father's house ð   

28 for I have five brothers ð in order that he may warn them, so that they will not also come to 

this place of torment.ô  29 But Abraham said, 'They have Moses and the Prophets; let them hear 

them.'  30 But he said, óNo, father Abraham, but if someone goes to them from the dead, they 

will repent!ô  31 But he said to him, óIf they do not listen to Moses and the Prophets, they will 

not be persuaded even if someone rises from the dead.ôò 

 

The rich man and Lazarus while on earth. 
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There are two men in the story:  one rich one poor.  The rich man 

is indeed very rich.  He dresses in purple and fine linen, the color 

and fabric of wealth and royalty.  The soldiers on the day of 

Jesusô crucifixion mocked Him as a ñking,ò putting a purple robe 

on Him (John 19:2 ff).  The rich man is living in luxurious 

splendor each day and could well afford to give at the very least 

some of his great wealth to the poor.  The rich man, though he 

does not know it, is very near death.   

 

The poor man, given the name Lazarus in the story, stands in 

contrast to the rich man.  He is very poor indeed.  He is a beggar.  

He is also sick; so sick that he can no longer beg.  He is carried to 

the rich manôs gate, no doubt by some friends who are beggars 

themselves.  They lay him there hoping that the rich man will 

notice him on his way, going to and fro in his beautiful purple 

robes.  The poor man is so debilitated that he is unable even to fend off the dogs which are 

coming, licking his sores.  The listeners would understand the nature of this final insult dealt the 

poor man in this life.  Lazarus is very near death and knows it.   

 

A vivid contrast on earthðand later in eternity. 

 

The states of these two men on this earth could not be more different.  What a contrast of wealth 

and poverty.  And their states in the next life also present a huge contrast as well, as we shall 

shortly see.  A sobering and as yet unseen fate awaits the rich man.  He is oblivious to how his 

choices on this earth will affect his future happiness and security in eternity.   

 

The rich man with no name.  The poor man is 

named, while the rich man is not.  This has little 

significance on the story itself.  Jesusô best friend 

was named Lazarus, (John 11) but the brother of 

Mary and Martha, and the one Jesus raised from the 

dead, was a man of some means and not a 

mendicant, laid sick and suffering at the gate of a 

rich man.  Some suggest that Jesus had some other 

particular poor man in mind when He used the name 

Lazarus.  We shall not know the answer to that 

question this side of glory.  Lazarus was, after all, a 

common name in the time of this storyôs telling.  In 

Hebrew his name is ñelôazar,ò meaning ñhim whom 

God has helped.ò  In Greek the name is Lazaros.  

Tradition has assigned a name to the rich man, just 

as names were subsequently given to the wise men 

who came to Bethlehem at the time Jesus was born.  

Thus, the rich man has become known as ñDives,ò 

meaning ñrich.ò   


