Parable of the Widow and the Unjust Judge
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Luke 18:1-8

Here is the Lordoés second parable on persiste

Now He was telling them a parable to show that at all times they ought to
pray am not to lose heart,2 a y i Imagcertaifi city there was a judge who
did not fear &d and did not respect man.TBere was a widow in that city,
and she kept coming torhi, s a §ive mg legal @rotection from my
opponent® Forda while he was unwilling; batfterward hesaid to

h i ms Evenfthougld | do not fear God nor respect man, 5
yet because this widow bothers me, | will give her legal
protection, otherwise by continually coming she will wear me
outo 6 And t Hear whattihedinrighteoud judgeh
said; 7now, will not God bring about justice for His elect who
cry to Him day and night, and WHe delay long over them? 8
| tell you that He will bring about justice for them quickly.
However, when the Son of Man comes, will He find faith on
the earthd*

V. 1. Jesus told theraparable to show that at all times they ought to pray and noseébeart
Thus the purpose is clearly outlined for us by the Lord Himself.

Two lessons on prayer:This parable, (appearing only in the Gospel of Luke), teachéso

vital lessons on prayePray always. Never give upVhereas the companion parable on
persistence in prayer, the Parable of the Friend at Midnight, teaches us that God is not reluctant
to hear and grant answers to prayer, this parable focusksgged persistence in prayer.

Praying at all times: We should praym all occasiongandin all
circumstancesPrayeris a living, breathing relationghiwith someone we

truly loved mucht he same as a |l overdés relatio
never farawayfrom the one you love. \erything they are doing is of

interest to you.Just so we are to be absorbed in speaking with our Abba

Father throughout the dayL. Thessalonians 5:Jidstructs us nPray
without ceasing. o We araain factirctoen st ant |y
presence of the Lord, and we have a conversation open with Him at all

time® muchlikean i nst ant mewnsndoevompwaomputer i c hat
that stays open and we are typing back and forth as we work on other projects.

This sort of catinual conversation with God does not exclude the need for a devoted time of
prayer and | istening each day. Some have tol
they just pray all day. By this they mean that they are in a conversation edim®re or less

under their breath, intermittently conversing with Him. | think that is certainly a valid way to
Apray without ceasing. o However, something v

LAl scripture references are to the New American Standard Updated version unless otherwise noted.
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have a concentrated, individual time of pragach day. This time should be set aside for prayer,
both speaking with and listening to God, directly and through His Word. This isrdone
addition tothegeneral and continuous conversation that is going on throughout the day.

Not to give up The seond lesson is that we
should never give up iour prayes or on the
concept of prayer itselfWe are to become a
church devted to prayer.There is a mistaken
idea among some believers that prayer is not
necessary. They are hyper foestination
believes who see no point in prayer when
everything is praletermined. Of course this is
errant nonsense. Jesus prayed. Jesus taught u
to pray, including fAg
bread. o Jesus is the
persistence in prayer.

ur dai l
par abl e

But concerning prayer, M we give up? Will

prayer meetings succeed for a little while and ttivwmdle as more and more give up on the idea
or find other reasons not to come to prayer meetindPwe give up on personal prayer?
Having made a start wiwe make a finish?

v.2.The AUNnj osisJesdogel ar t o twhehidithesubjecydit eous ma
another parableHere is an entirely worldly matypical of Gentile judges known throughout

the Hellenistiovo r | d . Tchse was tod ingvfitast to be taken to the religious courts
andsothshei s resorti ng t &hethds@o other courtabaslabls huttlie €oarts

of Heaven. If she does not get earthly justice from this unrighteous judge who admits to not

fearing God, shwill simply continue to suffer injustice.

Gentile judges wertypically corrupt, waiting for bribgto givethemreason to decidéheir cases

in favor of one party or the othefheyremind usof the Governor Felix at Caesarea who used to

call for Paul to come and appear frequently before him in order that he might receive some bribe
from Paul.

This judge is the same: He did not fear God nor respect man.

Probably there is no worse combinatiban that He is

sensitive to himselhowever eventhough he does not respect

man This is an important factorinh e j udgeéred per s ol
it affects the outcomeHe is concerned about his reputation.

We get this inferencom the Greelconcerning his statement

about being worn out

Vs. 35 A black eye.

3 There was a widow in that city, and she kept
coming to hin, s a@ive mg legal grotection



from my opponend Forda while he was unwilling; baifterward he said

t o h i BveneHodgh | ddnot fear God nor respect man, 5 yet because
this widow bothers me, | will give her legal protection, otherwise by
continually coming she will wear me odit.

We note t hhae wvhiel Is awesar filse oiu'ty. 09 Yiuifpeze®f eek phr
(v. 5) means | iteraldiyve fiassthrliakeek uenydeert a.hte elyhei
in the Mideast hesormgaveme & oblbackowawne/io where t h:
symbolic and not literal. Tget a black ey&guratively means that in some way our reputation

is being damaged.

Several timesi believer haappealed to God on the

basis of his reputation. Abraham,probably the most
notable example, when appeal.
not the judge of all the eartleal justly? dGenesis

18:25). This was not a statement questiay whether

God would actually do the right thiraqnd act justlybut

an appeal to His character which always ifegst itself

in God doing right and justly.

Truly He is a God of truth and without iniquity. Just
and r i g DeuterioromyBe: K. (NASB:
Righteous and upright)

Moses also appealed to God on the basis of his

reputation when interceding for the nation. When God

was about to destrdhe natiorand start over with

Moses, he said in efybvect, A Wh
back in Egyptwbn t hey hear of this?o0

fWhy should the Egyptians speak, saying, 'With evil intent He brought
them out to kill them in the mountains and to destroy them from the face of
the earth'? Turn from Your burning anger and change Your mind about
doing harm torour peopled Exodus32:12

Thus, here is a partial basis of comparison with God here in that God is concerned about
vindicating Himself along with the righteous who are trusting in Him.

But in this case, thgidge is concerned about looking bdde is also gettingxtremelyvexed
with the persistence of the widowlewantsa cal m and Abusiness as usu
make decisions that lookiseto the world, and yatceive bribes at the same tintdow can he

pull this off with thiswidow continually comingand making all that noifeHe even says, T
though I do not fear God or respect man, | will give her legal protection, otherwise by
continually coming she will wear me out. 0



