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Parable of the Widow and the Unjust Judge 

Pastor John E. Dubler 

Luke 18:1-8 

 

Here is the Lordôs second parable on persistence in prayer from Luke18: 

 

Now He was telling them a parable to show that at all times they ought to 

pray and not to lose heart, 2 saying, ñIn a certain city there was a judge who 

did not fear God and did not respect man.  3 There was a widow in that city, 

and she kept coming to him, saying, óGive me legal protection from my 

opponent.ô  4 For a while he was unwilling; but afterward he said to 

himself, óEven though I do not fear God nor respect man,  5 

yet because this widow bothers me, I will give her legal 

protection, otherwise by continually coming she will wear me 

out.ô  6 And the Lord said, ñHear what the unrighteous judge 

said;  7 now, will not God bring about justice for His elect who 

cry to Him day and night, and will He delay long over them?  8 

I tell you that He will bring about justice for them quickly.  

However, when the Son of Man comes, will He find faith on 

the earth?ò 
1
 

  

V. 1.  Jesus told them a parable to show that at all times they ought to pray and not to lose heart.  

Thus the purpose is clearly outlined for us by the Lord Himself.   

 

Two lessons on prayer:  This parable, (appearing only in the Gospel of Luke), teaches us two 

vital lessons on prayer:  Pray always.  Never give up.  Whereas the companion parable on 

persistence in prayer, the Parable of the Friend at Midnight, teaches us that God is not reluctant 

to hear and grant answers to prayer, this parable focuses on dogged persistence in prayer. 

 

Praying at all times:  We should pray on all occasions and in all 

circumstances.  Prayer is a living, breathing relationship with someone we 

truly loveðmuch the same as a loverôs relationship.  Your thoughts are 

never far away from the one you love.  Everything they are doing is of 

interest to you.  Just so we are to be absorbed in speaking with our Abba 

Father throughout the day.  1 Thessalonians 5:17 instructs us:  ñPray 

without ceasing.ò  We are constantly aware that we are, in fact, in the 

presence of the Lord, and we have a conversation open with Him at all 

timesðmuch like an instant messenger or ñchatò window on our computer 

that stays open and we are typing back and forth as we work on other projects. 

 

This sort of continual conversation with God does not exclude the need for a devoted time of 

prayer and listening each day.  Some have told me that they donôt have a regular time of prayer, 

they just pray all day.  By this they mean that they are in a conversation with God, more or less 

under their breath, intermittently conversing with Him.  I think that is certainly a valid way to 

ñpray without ceasing.ò  However, something vital and wonderful is missed if believers do not 
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have a concentrated, individual time of prayer each day.  This time should be set aside for prayer, 

both speaking with and listening to God, directly and through His Word.  This is done in 

addition to the general and continuous conversation that is going on throughout the day. 

 

Not to give up:  The second lesson is that we 

should never give up in our prayers or on the 

concept of prayer itself.  We are to become a 

church devoted to prayer.  There is a mistaken 

idea among some believers that prayer is not 

necessary.  They are hyper pre-destination 

believers who see no point in prayer when 

everything is pre-determined.  Of course this is 

errant nonsense.  Jesus prayed. Jesus taught us 

to pray, including ñgive us this day our daily 

bread.ò  Jesus is the teacher of this parable on 

persistence in prayer. 

 

But concerning prayer, will we give up?  Will 

prayer meetings succeed for a little while and then dwindle as more and more give up on the idea 

or find other reasons not to come to prayer meetings?  Will we give up on personal prayer?  

Having made a start will we make a finish? 

 

v. 2.  The ñUnjust Judgeò is similar to the ñunrighteous managerò which is the subject of 

another parable.  Here is an entirely worldly man, typical of Gentile judges known throughout 

the Hellenistic world.  The widowôs case was too insignificant to be taken to the religious courts 

and so the she is resorting to the worldôs system.  She has no other court available but the Courts 

of Heaven.  If she does not get earthly justice from this unrighteous judge who admits to not 

fearing God, she will simply continue to suffer injustice.   

 

Gentile judges were typically corrupt, waiting for bribes to give them reason to decide their cases 

in favor of one party or the other.  They remind us of the Governor Felix at Caesarea who used to 

call for Paul to come and appear frequently before him in order that he might receive some bribe 

from Paul. 

 

This judge is the same:  He did not fear God nor respect man.  

Probably there is no worse combination than that.  He is 

sensitive to himself, however, even though he does not respect 

man.  This is an important factor in the judgeôs personality and 

it affects the outcome.  He is concerned about his reputation.  

We get this inference from the Greek concerning his statement 

about being worn out. 

 

Vs. 3-5  A black eye. 
 

3 There was a widow in that city, and she kept 

coming to him, saying, óGive me legal protection 
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from my opponent.ô  4 For a while he was unwilling; but afterward he said 

to himself, óEven though I do not fear God nor respect man,  5 yet because 

this widow bothers me, I will give her legal protection, otherwise by 

continually coming she will wear me out.ô 

 

We note that he says, ñshe will wear me out.ò  The Greek phrase ɨˊɤˊɘɎɝɖ ɛŮ (hupopiaze me) 

(v. 5) means literally, ñstrike under the eye,ò or ñgive a black eye to.ò  This is a common idiom 

in the Mideast similar to our own ñhe (or it) gave me a black eye,ò where the black eye is 

symbolic and not literal.  To get a black eye figuratively means that in some way our reputation 

is being damaged.   

 

Several times a believer has appealed to God on the 

basis of his reputation.  Abraham, in probably the most 

notable example, when appealing to God said, ñShall 

not the judge of all the earth deal justly?ò  (Genesis 

18:25).  This was not a statement questioning whether 

God would actually do the right thing and act justly, but 

an appeal to His character which always manifest itself 

in God doing right and justly.   

 

Truly He is a God of truth and without iniquity.  Just 

and right is He.ò  Deuteronomy 32:4 KJV.  (NASB: 

Righteous and upright). 

 

Moses also appealed to God on the basis of his 

reputation when interceding for the nation.  When God 

was about to destroy the nation and start over with 

Moses, he said in effect, ñWhat will they say of You 

back in Egypt when they hear of this?ò  

 

ñWhy should the Egyptians speak, saying, 'With evil intent He brought 

them out to kill them in the mountains and to destroy them from the face of 

the earth'? Turn from Your burning anger and change Your mind about 

doing harm to Your people.ò  Exodus 32:12. 

  

Thus, there is a partial basis of comparison with God here in that God is concerned about 

vindicating Himself along with the righteous who are trusting in Him. 

 

But in this case, the judge is concerned about looking bad.  He is also getting extremely vexed 

with the persistence of the widow.  He wants a calm and ñbusiness as usualò court where he can 

make decisions that look wise to the world, and yet receive bribes at the same time.  How can he 

pull this off with this widow continually coming and making all that noise?  He even says, ñEven 

though I do not fear God or respect man, I will give her legal protection, otherwise by 

continually coming she will wear me out.ò 

 


