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Western society views ageing as a plague, something we
wish to avoid at all cost. We spend countless dollars on
antiageing formulas, hoping against hope thatwill not

join the innumerable band of all humanity marching forward
to their inevitable departure from this worlBastern

societies view age with great veneration, yet they make
superstition out of it, fearing even retribution from ancestors
if they donot worshipor pleaseéhem instead of the one true
God

Meanwhile, the prevailing view of ageimgour countryis a
silly attempt at disdaining humor which reveals that our
people, bottyoungand oldhave not been taught the value ~ Rubends Sudy of the Head of an

Old Man. C. 1610.
of added years, nor nesct for the aged. Even the aged
themselves can have a lack of proper respect for their station in life and what it means,
sometimes imagininthemselves to be uselederelictand discarded, left without hope in a
world that focuses its attention on youOf course our culture reinforces both notions of
youthful invincibility and desirability, and aged incompetence and meaninglessness.

| would like to address both the fear of ageing and its denigration. t he so cal l ed i
yout ho tieckaimsty beWslola age really the hopeless pit portrayed by everything and
everyone from insipid birthday cards to humorists on TO deeper, scriptural reflection we

will see that old age is to be desidetbr with it comes wisdomOld age is dlessing bestowed

by God, an achievement to be both appreciated and horforedd i s a strange t hi.
Franklin, Athat whil e al | Have@hristiand follonedtheong, no
world in this area and become unwitting accompleds t hei r secul ar worl d v

A Biblical View of Ageing

1)

Your days are numbered.Psaim9bi nstructs us to
our daysd Whether we live many years or only a few days, our

life walk, including all good days and bad, victories and missteps,
romances and broken hearts, is an open book before Raadin
139:16tells us our days have been numbered from the very time

we were fomed in the womb:

Your eyes have seen my unformed substance;
And in Your book were all written
The days that were ordained for me,
When as yet there was not one of them.

Papyrus fragment of Psalm 90

! Psalm 90 is the oldest of the Psalms, having been written by Moses in about @entiEry B.C. Most of the
Psalter was written in the #@entury B.C., with a few of the verses written as late as't@ehtury B.C.
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You a heart of wisdom. o When we have a prope
God and numbered by Himrowehemo owolhtbegi @acl
opportunity to do Godds will in our lives whi
healthy attitude both toward oursehassd others. When we realize that each day is numbered

and a specific gift from Godf which He has a divine purpose, we will neither exalt nor

reproach either the young or the old, and we will properly view our own lives if we have the

honor of living many days upon the earth.

Al | of us will face d

The Ancient of Days. God Himselfis pictured, both in Bvelation 1:14 and Daniel%as an old
but virulent being, powerfully dressedheand cr
Ancient of Days 0
| kept looking
Until thrones were set up,
And the Ancient of Days took His seat;
His vesture waske white snow
And the hair of His head like pure wool.
His throne wasblaze with flames,
Its wheels were a burning fire.
A river of fire was flowing
And coming out from before Him;
Thousands upon thousands were attending Him,
And myriads upon myriadseve standing before Him;
The court sat, and the books were opened.
Daniel 7:9-10

Elderly examples. Without going into the antediluvians, the oldest
of whom lived some 969 yeatsye have many who lived after the
flood who serve as examples to us of ghalcand indeed powerful
ageing.

Calebwas 85 years old when he met with his fellow spy and now
commander, Joshua, requesting that he be allbiseplortion of

land. He requested the hill country in and around Hebron, including
the cityof Hebronitself. Hebron was a stronghold of the Anakim
giants, the city being previously known as Kiri#tha. Arba was
one of the giantsJoshua 14:45 gives us the context @alebd s

st at elmm atill gs stifong today as | was in the day Moses sen

t Caleb (Illustration from
In Touch Ministries)

2 Unless otherwise noted, all scripture references are to the New American Standard Updated edition, published by
the Lockman Foundation.

% Methuselah lived 969 years and died in the year of the flood. It might be assumed, and not unreasonably so, that
he perished in the floodwaters themselves, as his name is not given us to be among the survivors. Yet on this point
we cannot be dogmatic.



