To bring a small token of my loveto Him
Sara JaneKiperd Missionary to the Japanese
by Dr. Mary L. Kiper Dubler, DVM

My interest in Japan and my A Jane
there were renewed in the summer of 1998. Yuko, a young lac
from Kobe, Japan stay with us as part of a special program
Colorado State University. We asked a lot of questions about h
home country, and our discussions reminded me of seeing doll'§
paintings, and other items fr
Wheaton, lllinois. | knew that she had been a missionary to Japs
but | did not know any other details. She had died when | wa
fifteen, and although | had many wonderful memories of her, | reall 3
did not know much about her service in Japan. What led her | =

Japan? When was she there? What was her life like as a missiona g

So many questions begged answers.

| wrote my AuntNo r ma , Sarah Janeds si Sarah Jane Kiper ask he
knew. She kindly sent me a packet of information, much of it writte High School
by my aunt, as well as several pictures. One picture in PartiGoe. Sradudion Photo
brought back so many memories. My sister, | and our two cousinssittang with Aunt Jane

on a couch in our grandmotherdés | i ving room.
cousins loved Aunt Jane, and | remember that every time she came to visit we were so excited.
She never married, and during the time | knesv &he

lived and worked in Wheaton, but would frequently visit

her mother, brother, sister and their families in our little

town of Chenoa, lllinois. She was a tall woman with dark

hair and a very kind, smiling face. She had a wonderful
laugh that cameasily and she always had time for us little
people.

At my confirmation in 1973 she gave me a small white

New Testament and wrote in tfF
Jesus Christ His Son cleanseth us from all sin. (I John
1:7b) Lovingly, pueneflectddane. o
Sarah Janed6s deep faith and tr
desire that al |l Sshould know H
Sa;;“ﬂ;‘?ﬁg‘év?ith sister, Norma, said it well in a letter she wrote to me along
with the packet of information:l do know she [Sarah Jane]

loved her Lord and was very dedicated to Him and she wanted all her family and extended
family to know the Lord, too, as well as the rest of the wandeed that seems to be what led
her to Japanée.



The daughter of Hallie and Vanda Kiper, tenant farmerthe small central Illinois town of

Chenoa, Sarah Jane gave her heart to Christ at the age of 13. After graduating from high school

in 1942, she attended Northern Baptist Theological Seminary in Chicago. It was there that she
became interested in atteng William Carey Missionary Society meetings. The messages
challenged her since she had heard few missionary messages in her home church. The Lord
began dealing with her during her sophomore year about yielding her life for service in a foreign
land. $e received her Bachelor of Religious Education degree in 1947. During the next year of
graduate work for her Masterds degree she he:
Ami ssionaries to take the gospebefvbeeé betdus
gospel changes hearts. She also remembered
Bibles in Japan. She was convinced that the Lord wanted her in Japan to help give the gospel to
them. She applied to the Conservative Baptmieign Mission Society and was accepted in
January 1949. She gave her testimony as follows,

| have been saved to tell others of the Christ who
died for me. | have never had the deep peace and
joy that I now enjoy since | surrendered my
personal desires to His one desire fordgving

the Gospel of redemption to those in a far away
land who havenever heard that Christ came into
the world to save them too. My prayer is that | shall
be a channel through which His message can flow
into the hearts of sinners, who by the power of the
Holy Spirit will become saints in His Kingdom. My
ver se itshyséflaisd in thehLord; and He

shal l give thee the desires o
37:4) . My supreme desire is t
SARAH JANE KIPER of gracebé6 to my Masterobs feet,

Christ’s Messenger to the love to Him for all that He has done for me.
JAPANES S

1949 was a verypusy year for Sarah Jane as she took an
elevenweek course with Wycliffe Bible Translators and
al so attended Japanese Language and Culture c
Eastern Languages. After securing financial and prayer su h Jane Kiper sailed for
Japan from San Francisco and arrived two weeks later on July1980. The ship docked in
Yokohama Harbor and Sarah Jane was greeted by fellow missionaries. The day was hot, rainy
and muggy, but four days later she andesalvother missionaries were in the cooler climate of
the mountains of Karuizawa for Japanese language study at the Tokyo Language School. It was
here that she saw the Crown Prince, Akahito, riding his pure white horse while he was
vacationing; she was gaularly interested in him because they shared the same birthday.
Karuizawa was also the place where she experienced her first typhtenestingly called Jane
and a particularly bad stofimas well as her first earthquake.

In September the languagehsol moved back to Tokyo where Sarah Jane continued her
language training until Christmas. She lived in a Japavasstern type house in the heart of the
university area with three to five other missionary women also in language school. She studied






